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Japan's rose up from the sea via volcanoes which make up the ring Japan Natural Resources Map

of fire. This has many implications for the Japanese. Unlike

normal earth, volcanic rock doesn't hold many resources. All of

the plants and animals must have come from the mainland. In addition, the fault lines mean a large possibility for
earthquakes and volcanoes. More then thirty active volcanoes make up Japan, and as many as 1,500 tremors happen
each year (Ahmad et al 390). These can have devastating damage on the buildings of the Japanese. They have
dedicated entire research institutes to researching earthquakes and earthquake proof buildings.

Japan, like Korea, has many mountains. More than four-fifths of Japan has little population living in it due to the
mountains (Ahmad et al 390). This means that almost of the 125 million people live in the small coastal plains near
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the ocean (Ahmad et al 390). As a comparison, Japan has the seventh largest population squeezed in to a nation a bit
larger then Great Britain, and remember to subtract the uninhabited mountain areas.

Japan has managed, somewhat, to deal with its small space. Many Americans think of the capsule hotels when they
think of that problem. The hotels "room" only consist of a bed, like a bunk bed, but with the smaller end facing the
room. They have a door which can close for privacy and peace. However, most tourists sleep there only one night for
the novelty. In addition, the Japanese also use technology to solve their problems, such as a robotic parking garage.
You drive your car onto a platform; get out, pay, and then the platform moves your car into a slot for storage.

Japan has some natural resources. The map indicates that all but the smallest island in Japan contain coal (Global
Insights: People and Cultures). As industrialization started, one needed coal as the primary fuel source. Today oil has
taken coal's place. A small amount of oil exists in the north of Honshu (Global Insights: People and Cultures). In
addition, Honshu Island has many trees which one can harvest for lumber (Global Insights: People and Cultures).
Paper and furniture then get produced from that wood. Also on the islands of Honshu and Hokkaido fast flowing
streams have the potential for hydroelectric power plants (Global Insights: People and Cultures). Hydroelectric
power will not run out and does not directly pollute the environment. The island of Honshu also produces silk
(Global Insights: People and Cultures). Silk worms require mulberry leaves and silk gets spun into clothing.

The waters around Japan have many fish in them (Global Insights: People and Cultures). Fish represents an
important source of protein for the Japanese people (Ahmad et al 391). Historically, the Japanese did not get enough
protein from the rice and other crops, so they turned to the sea (Ahmad et al 391). The ocean provides sardines, tuna,
herring, salmon, cod, and halibut (Ahmad et al 391). In addition the inland seas provide shell-fish and seaweed
(Ahmad et al 391). Often the Japanese get associated with fish and fishing.

However, Japan has a very limited amount of mineral resources (Ahmad et al 391). In the northern island of
Hokkaido, iron ore exists in the southern part of the island (Global Insights: People and Cultures). In the north of
Honshu, one can mine manganese (Global Insights: People and Cultures). One needs manganese to make steel, an
important industry in Japan. In addition, in the south of Honshu, and on the islands of Shikoku, one can find copper
(Global Insights: People and Cultures). Wires commonly use copper as it’s one of the best conductors.

Before industrialization, Japan did not have much of a need for these resources; they had enough with what they had.
However, as factories started processing the minerals much faster, the resources could no longer feed the need. Thus,
the Japanese invaded other nations like Korea and China to try use their resources. Due to their loss in World War
Two, they needed to give up their colonies. Today they import iron ore from the Philippines, Malaysia, Australia,
and India (Ahmad et al 391). North America, South Africa, and Australia provide coal (Ahmad et al 391). In addition
they get oil from the Middle East (Ahmad et al 391).

Today Japan imports and exports many goods. The 2007 CIA World Factbook lists the following as Japan's primary
exports: "transport equipment, motor vehicles, semiconductors, electrical machinery, [and] chemicals" (USA CIA).
Their primary imports, as of 2001, include: "machinery and equipment, fuels, foodstuffs, chemicals, textiles, [and]
raw materials" (USA CIA). Common agricultural items grown include: "rice, sugar beets, vegetables, fruit, pork,
poultry, dairy products, eggs, [and] fish" (USA CIA). Large industries include: "motor vehicles, electronic
equipment, machine tools, steel and nonferrous metals, ships, chemicals, textiles, [and] processed foods"(USA CIA).

Japan's natural resources have defined, helped, and hurt Japan. The tall mountains restrict arable land and force most
of the population into a small area. The resources such as fish have helped their diet for centuries. But their lack of
mineral resources hurt it as it industrialized. It represented a primary cause of its own imperialising history. The
mountains squashed the population into a small area. However, today Japan has managed to peacefully import
needed resources to power its large industry and economy and represents a success.
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Japan's real_bm_h,occurred from the voleanoes wh:ch make up the T Japan Natural Resources Map
%m}ﬁu‘ of fire. This has many implications for the Japanese.

nlike nofmal earth, volcanic rock doesn't hold many resources.
All of the plants and animals needed.to-have come from the mainland. In addition, the fault lines mean a large
possibility for earthquakes and volcanoes. More then thirty active volcanoes make up Japan, and as many as 1,500
tremors happen each year (Blue 390). These can have devastating damage on the buildings of the Japanese. They

have dedicated entire research institutes to researching earthquakes and earthquake proof buildings.
|

Japan, like Korea, has many mountains. More than four;f ifths of Japan has little population living in it due to the
mountains (Blue 390). This means that almost of the 125 million people live in the small coastal plains (Blue 390).

\ )
(D NN /) r @

Printed by : Michael Plasmeier 1/20/2007 4:41 PM



World Cultures Portfolio/Japan - ThePlaz.com http://theplaz.com/wiki/index.php?title=World_Cultures_Portfolio/Japan

As a comparison, Japan has the seventh largest populatlon squeezed in toa n'mon a bit larger then Great Britain, and
that's before yo ount for all of the mountains. 7/, e o . /f/ . ‘:( 7 b thgg o o
Japan has managed, somewhat,?% deal with its small space. Many Americans think of the capsule hotels when they 7,
think of this-problem. The hotels "room" only consist of a bed, like a bunk bed, but with the smaller end facing the
__—~room. The-doer-can be closed for privacy and peace. However, most tourists sleep there only one night for the
/ _ rmclty./ﬁoufé?érj‘the Japanese also use technology to solve their problems, such as a robotic parking garage. You
' drive your car onto a platform, get out, pay, and then the platform moves into a slot for storage.
;/\_'/.: NT 2 dddfon Conghie R COr
/The map indicates that all but the smallest island in Japan has coal. As industrialization started, one needed coal as
| the primary fuel source ir-factgries. Today oil has taken coal's place. A small amount of oil can be drilled for in the
o1 \north of Honshu (Global Insights: People and Cultures), The Honshu island has many trees which one can harvest
for lumber. Paper and furniture then gets produced from wood. Also on the islands of Honshu and Hokkaido fast
ﬂowmg streams have the potential for hydroelectric power plants. Hydroelectric power will not run out and does not
/ directly pollute the environment. The island of Honshu also produces silk. Silk wor}gs require mulberry leaves and
IJ( (- silk gets spun mtolighrclothmg b 4 dd 1oL

| Nk b A (DL

! ’H

£ or¥

The[waters around Japan have many fish in them. Fish represent,s an important source of protein for the Japanese

people (Blue 391). Historically, the Japanese did not get enough protein from the rice and other crops, so they turned

to the sea (Blue 391). The ocean provides sardines, tuna, herring, salmon, cod, and halibut (Blue 391). In addition

the inland seas provide shell-fish and seaweed (Blue 391). ) (-, Q.‘“JT'/’- ;,_;/;,/ ¢ ASCrip

However, Japan has a very limited amount of mineral resources (Blue 391). In the northern island of Hokkaido, iron (

ore exists in the southern part of the island (Global Insights: People and Cultures). In the north of Honshu, one can

mine manganese (Global Insights: People and Cultures). One needs Manganese to make steel, an important industry

in Japan. In addition, in the south of Honshu, and on the islands of Shikoku, one can find copper (Global Insights:

People and Cultures). Wires commonly use copper as 4 conductor;, - } . ‘
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- Today Japan imports and expé)[;tg many goods. The 2007 CIA World Factbook lists the following as Japan's primary
exports: "transport equipment, motor vehicles, semiconductors, electrical machinery, [and] chemicals" (USA CIA).
Their primary imports, as of 2001, include: "machinery and equipment, fuels, foodstuffs, chemicals, textiles, [and]
raw materials" (USA CIA). Common agricultural items grown include: "rice, sugar beets, vegetables, fruit, pork,
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Japan's natural resources have defined, helped, and hurt Ja/pan. The tall mountains restrict arable land and force most
of the population into a small area. The resources such as fish have helped their diet for centuries. But their lack of
mineral resources hurt it as it was industrializing. It represented a primary cause of its own nnpenahz&ﬁen Today
Japan has managed to peacefully import needed resources to power its large industry and economy. - j//’
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