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Clarence Thomas, a conservative justice on the Supreme Court, will mostly likely rule that the juvenile death penalty should stand and that Christopher Simmons should be executed.   He would also vote to overturn the Missouri Supreme Court’s ruling for a life sentence for Christopher Simmons (which went against the precedent set in Stanford v. Kentucky).  Justice Thomas’ conservative up bringing and then his alliance with the far right of the court, shows that he will rule to have Christopher Simmons executed.

Clarence Thomas started his life in the dirt-poor community of Pin Point, Georgia.  His mother worked hard to support 3 children, and often relied on church donations for food.  When his house burned down at age 8, he went to live with his grandfather, who was considerably richer.  He wanted Thomas to become a priest, so he sent Thomas to an all-white boarding school where he could become a priest.  Throughout his education, Clarence Thomas had to battle racism.  However one time, being African-American helped him.  He got into Yale University through their affirmative action program.  Later in his life, he denied affirmative action ever helped him, and he condemned affirmative action.  His Christian family up bringing and the fact that he went to school to become a priest, show reasons for Thomas’s conservatism.

Clarence Thomas also went through a very tough confirmation hearing.   He went through several days of questioning from the Democratic-led Judiciary Committee.   Even though many organizations, including the NACP wanted an African-American on the court, after the loss of Thurgood Marshall, he conservative thinking worried the liberal organizations.   They worried that his thinking would legitimize many issues that white conservatives believed.     At the end, a lady came forward and made charges of sexual misconduct against Thomas.   After many testimonies on national broadcast TV, the accusations were not enough to keep Thomas off the Court.  Throughout the hearings he never really gave his opinions on topics, such as Abortion.  In fact, he couldn’t remember ever debating it.  Here’s a snippet of the conversation from http://www.Issues2000.org/court/Clarence_Thomas_Abortion.htm:
SENATOR LEAHY: You were in law school at the time Roe v. Wade was decided. Was it discussed while you were there?

THOMAS: The case that I remember being discussed most during law school was Griswold. But I did not spend a lot of time debating all the current cases.

LEAHY: I am sure you are not suggesting that there wasn’t any discussion at any time of Roe v. Wade?

THOMAS: Senator, I cannot remember personally engaging in those discussions.

LEAHY: Have you ever had discussion of Roe v. Wade in the 17 years it has been there?

THOMAS: Only in the most general sense that other individuals express concerns, and you listen and you try to be thoughtful. If you are asking me whether or not I have ever debated the contents of it, that answer to that is no, Senator.

LEAHY: Have you ever stated whether you felt that it was properly decided or not?

THOMAS: I don’t recollect commenting one way or the other. There were, again, debates about it in various places, but I generally did not participate.

Throughout history, Thomas usually almost or almost votes conservatively with Justice Scalia.   On time, they voted for the police to arrest a gang suspect for loitering.   This shows that they are tough on crime.   This is also like what Republican President George W.  Bush thinks.  All three support tough penalties for crime and all 3 support the death penalty in general to deter criminals.   Scalia, Thomas, and others voted against having US agencies regulate tobacco, which actually stopping it from being banned.  This was in delight to many wealthy lobbyist groups making big campaign contributions to the republicans. Thomas and others also let the Boy Scouts ban homosexual members.   This shows Thomas’s conservative and Christian values.   Again, the Republican Party is in favor of the death penalty, as “an effective deterrent”.   

They say: “Within proper federal jurisdiction, the Republican Congress has enacted legislation for an effective deterrent death penalty, restitution to victims, removal of criminal aliens, and vigilance against terrorism.  They stopped federal judges from releasing criminals because of prison overcrowding, made it harder to file lawsuits about prison conditions, and, with a truth-in-sentencing law, pushed states to make sure violent felons actually do time.”  

Because Thomas is a conservative, I believe he closely follows these values and he supports the death penalty.   However, he did vote against executing people who are mentally retarded in Atkins v. Virginia.   He also voted to allow student led prayers at football games, showing he supports religion.   To show how he is on the republican side, he stopped the vote recount in Florida, making George W. Bush president in 2000.

Referring these reasons back to the case, here is the story of Christopher Simons:  Christopher Simmons was 17 years old when he robbed Shirley Crook.   After the robbery went bad, Christopher Simmons and an accomplice tied her up with electrical cables, leather straps, and duct tape.   She also had several bruises on her body.   The two then threw Shirley off a bridge into the Meramac River.   She died because of drowning.   
During the arguments, one report shows that Christopher Simmons was emotionally disturbed.   This was not reported at the original hearing.   His stepfather was said to abuse him, and the report also stated that he was addicted to drugs.   However at the original hearing, the defense layers portrayed Christopher as a good brother.   The Missouri court ruled that juvenile execution violates the 8th amendment against cruel and unusual punishment.   They believe that it violates because of the “evolving standard of decency,” which the court often rules by.  Juvenile executions are illegal is most countries except a few, some of which are trying to abolish it.   Juvenile execution is also against many international laws such as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), Article 6(5); the American Convention on Human Rights, Chapter 2, Article 4, Section 5; the Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, Article 68; and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), Article 37. However Justice Scalia, again which Thomas is closely aligned with, repeatedly stated that what goes on in the rest of the world is not relevant here in the United States.    No state has added a juvenile death penalty since Stanford v.  Kentucky, and some have done away with theirs.   These are some of the reasons the defendant might argue against the death penalty.   

However in the end, Thomas will probably vote with his conservative self, party, and background.   Going against this, he voted not to execute mentally retarded people in Atkins v. Virginia.  This shows that he may switch his opinion on the death penalty in this special circumstance.   However, I believe that he still thinks that the death penalty is an effective deterrent against the rising figures of juvenile crime.  In one article, it states that Rehnquist, Scalia, and Thomas believe that the juvenile death penalty issue should be up to the states.   

So, in conclusion I believe that Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas will most likely (I am 85% sure that he will) vote to overturn the ruling of the Missouri Supreme Curt to execute Christopher Simmons for a crime he committed as a juvenile.   
Sources used frequently:
http://www.internationaljusticeproject.org/juvCSimmons.cfm
isshues2000.org

http://www.oyez.org/oyez/resource/legal_entity/106/biography
+ and many others

List of possible questions to ask attorneys

1. Why do you believe that juveniles are different from adults, even though some are hired as hit-men.

2. If we outlaw juvenile executions, how will deter juveniles from being used as hit-men.

3. Do you believe that juveniles are different from adults, in the terms of making impulsive decisions.

4. What if is wasn’t an impulsive decision, should that juvile still get the dearth penalty.

5. What is your personal view on the death penalty in general.

6. Do you believe that Christopher Simmons had an abusive childhood.

7. Do you think that this drove him to this crime, even though he had no prior record.   

8. Why would Christopher Simmons, who had no prior record rob and then kill Shirley Crook?
