Main topic: Constitutional Convention Unit

1. Actual convention

a. Purpose

i. Didn’t like AofC

1. Gave too much power to states

2. Central gov. too weak to get anything done

ii. Was to revise AofC

iii. Threw plan out and started over

b. Setting

i. State house (Independence Hall) in Philadelphia, PA

ii. Not open to public

1. Secret

iii. Hot and humid

iv. George Washington: President

v. Also there: Ben Franklin, James  Madison

vi. ??? Thomas Jefferson =father of Constitution
vii. 55 delegates

1. None from Rhode Island

viii. 4 months: Late May, June, July, August, Early Sept. 1787

c. Topics Discussed

i. Great Compromise

1. from 2 plans

a. Virginia Plan

i. Proposed: Edmund Randolph

ii. Written: James Madison

iii. Supreme power to central gov.

iv. Divided into 3 branches

v. 2 houses

1. rep. based on poup.

vi. Favored large states

b. New Jersey Plan

i. Proposed: William Paterson

ii. 1 house

1. rep based on each state gets = vote

iii. favored small states

1. gave them = power

iv. Central gov could:

1. tax

2. pass laws gov. states

3. regulate trade

2. Compromise

a. Proposed: A committee

b. 2 houses (bicameral)

i. In 1 house = based on poup.

ii. Other house== vote for each state

c. ??? also had 3 branch and powers from NJ plan???

ii. 3/5 Comp (Slaves)

1. about how slaves should be represented in Congress

2. North

a. Slaves should count for taxes

i. Less money they would need to pay

b. Not for representation

i. South would have more power

3. South

a. Slaves shouldn’t count for taxes

i. More money going out

b. Slaves should count for representation

i. More power

4. Compromise

a. Slaves count as 3/5 a person for both taxes and representation

iii. Slave Trade and Tariffs

1. Slave Trade

a. North wanted to end it

b. South needed it for economy

c. Compromise: Stave Trade ends in 20 years, but still slavery

2. Tariffs

a. North wanted them to have prices compete with USA made goods

b. South imported from Britain did not want them

c. Compromise: Central Gov gets power to regulate trade

iv.  How to Elect President

1. Congress, State Legislator

a. Well educated in picking them

b. May feel in debt to them

2. People

a. Would be true democracy

b. People could not make good decisions, impractical

3. Compromise

a. Electoral College picks

b. Electors based on # of Reps + Senate

d. Ratification

i. Feds:

1. Want constitution ratified

2. thought offered good balance of power

3. Aof C did not work

4. mostly Northern

5. People:

a. James Madison

b. George Washington

c. Ben Franklin

d. Alexander Hamilton

e. John Jay

ii. Anti-Feds

1. didn’t want constitution ratified

2. No bill of rights

3. destroy state government

4. gone too far; fed gov. too powerful

5. mostly southern

6. People:

a. George Madison

b. Richard Henry Lee

c. Samuel Adams

d. Patrick Henry

iii. Fed papers

1. Essays want constitution ratified

2. Alexander Hamilton (50)

3. James Madison (30)

4. John Jay (5)

iv. Outcome:

1. Bill of Rights added

2. All  States ratified it

3. Virginia,=important largest poup.

4. Holdouts=

a. New York , important to Trade and business

b. Rhode Island

2. Preamble

a. We the people of the USA

b. In order to form a more perfect union

c. Establish justice

d. Insure domestic tranquility

e. Provide for the common defense

f. Insure the general welfare

g. And secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity

h. Do ordain and establish this constitution for the United States

3. 7 branches

a. Legislative

i. Congress

ii. (More info below)

b. Executive

i. President

ii. (More info below)

c. Judicial

i. Supreme Court

ii. (More info below)

d. States Rights

i. Said powers that states have

ii. Allows new states to be added

e. Amendments

i. Lets Congress amend the constitution

ii. Requires 2/3 vote from Congress and each state legislator

f. Supreme Law

i. Fed gov. stronger the state gov.

ii. Requires oath

g. Ratification

i. Needs 9 states to ratify

ii. Rat. Needed the bill of Rights cause of Anti-Feds

4. Checks and Balances Concept

a. Everyone Checks and Balances another branch

b. See p.72

Do Who’s Who throughout
5. Legislative Branch

a. Makes laws

b. 2 houses (bicameral)

c. Upper House

i. Senate

ii. 100 of them

iii. 2 per state

iv. Leader = Vice pres

v. Sort of also the majority leader

vi. Qualifications

1. 30 years old

2. Cit for 9 years

3. Live in state

vii. Duties

1. Try impeachments

2. Approve Appointments and treaties

viii. 6 year term

ix. Ours:

1. Rick Santorem

2. Arlin Spector

d. Lower House

i. House of Rep.

ii. 435 of them

iii. Based on population

iv. Leader= speaker of the house

1. is elected by reps.

v. Qualifications

1. 25 years old

2. Cit for 7 years

3. Live in state

vi. Duties

1. Start money bills on spending

2. vote on impeachments

3. elects pres in case of tie

vii. 2 year terms

viii. Mine: Curt Weldon

ix. Current Speaker: Gene Chandler

e. Shared duties

i. Fund military

ii. ??? and other gov operations

iii. ??? tax
iv. Debate and make bills

v. Override vetoes (2/3)

vi. Declare war

6. Bill becomes a law

a. Someone proposes it and congress intern writes it

b. Assigned to a committee

i. Who revises, adds, studies bill

c. Presented in 1 house of Congress

d. Voted on

e. Goes to other house

i. Who revises, adds, studies bill

ii. They vote yea to it

f. Goes to joint committee to agree on equal language

g. Revised voted on again

h. Sent to president

i. If yes, bill becomes law

ii. If no, Both congresses vote again for 2/3 vote

7. Executive Branch 

a. Enforces Laws

b. Leader Signs and Approves them

c. Leader:

i. President

ii. George W. Bush

iii. Grants pardons

iv. Wears many hats/has many duties

1. Commander-in chief

2. Appoints justices + cabinet

3. Determines foreign policy

4. Signs or vetoes laws

5. Makes treaties

6. hat-chief of Party

7. hat-Watchdog of Economy

8. hat-Head of State (cheerleader)

d. Second-In-Command:

i. Vice President

ii. Leads senate

iii. Breaks ties in Senate

iv. Anything president tells him to do

1. attend funerals

2. ambassador

v. takes over for president

e. 1st lady: Laura Bush

f. 2nd Lady: Richard Chaney

g. Both Qual:

i. born in USA

ii. 35 years old

iii. US resident for 14 years

h. Both Terms:

i. 4 years

ii. 2 terms

i. Advisors (Cabinet):

i. 17 secretaries and department heads

ii. S of State

1. Foreign Affairs

2. Colin Powel

iii. S of Treasury

1. Money

iv. S of Defense

1. Armed Forces

2. Donald Rumsfeld

v. Attorney General

1. Legal Issues

2. John Ashcrof

j. Voted by electoral college

i. 538 electors

ii. Actual vote

iii. Don’t need to vote with state

8. Judicial Branch

a. Chief Justice: William Rehnquest

b. 1st female: Sandra Day O’Connor

c. 1st African American: Thurgood Marshell

d. Intripts the laws

e. Checks executive branch by declaring act unconstitutional

f. Checks leg. Branch by declaring laws unconstitutional

g. Order of Federal Court
i. 1 Supreme Court

1. See Below

ii. 13 Appellate (Appeal) Courts

1. Say that district court case was unfair, and should be new trial

iii. 94 District Courts

1. Federal Courts like across state lines, counterfeiting, etc..

h. President makes all appointments for life

i. Senate must approve

j. Supreme Court

i. 9 justices 

ii. Chief justice leads court

iii. No requirements to be justice

iv. Everyone has been an attorney

v. Only reviews about 100 of 1000’s of cases

vi. Cases Heard:

1. Mostly based on Constitutional Questions or public interest

2. Or international diplomats

3. Or disputes between states

vii. *** When ruling is issued it becomes a precedent, or an example which is always followed later.   This makes it the supreme law of the land. 

viii. Dissent means they disagree

ix. Atmosphere:

1. Private

2. trustworthy

3. obedient to Constitution

x. Can only challenge law if the people disagree.

xi. Overturned by Constitutional amendment or later supreme court

xii. Balance your rights vs. good of Country

1. Usually rule for you

9. Bill of Rights

a. 10 amendments

b. Amendment 1

i. 1. Freedom of speech, press, assembly, protest, petition gov.

ii. 2. Bear arms, Militia

iii. 3. No soldiers quartered in private homes

iv. 4. need warrant, probable cause for search

v. 5. double jepordy, self incrimination, eminent domain, 

vi. 6. speedy trial, confront witnesses; attorney

vii. 7. trial by jury

viii. 8. no excessive bail; cruel and unusual punishment

ix. 9. other rights

x. 10. states rights

