Michael Plasmeier

10/27/2004
P.D.:6

Election Reflection Paper

On October 21, 2004, I had the opportunity to run the polls for the mock election at Haverford Middle School.   Our mock polls were run through YLI: Youth Leader Initiative at the University of Virginia Center for Politics.  We do not have the results yet; results will be available on October 29, 2004.


For the election, I was stationed at the 6th Grade Lab voting station, where, as assumed, only 6th graders came to vote.  We rotated jobs inside at that station, in order to run the polls.  When a class came to vote, we would give them a speech on how they would elect the president.   I thought after giving this speech that I need to give more eye contact when I talk.  After the fact, however, I was told that my eye contact was good.   I also fell that I need to get more comfortable talking in front of a large group of people.


After, we checked the students name off on the list, we sent them into the computer lab to go vote on the internet.  Even thought we told the students the password before outside, many students did not know that password.  We just pointed out the signs, which were hung on the top of every computer.  Many students did not notice these signs either.   I now understand how teachers feel, when they need to repeat things over and over again to students.  I also noticed that most 6th grade teachers, especially Mrs. Flounders, gave the directions in class before they came in, and then repeated our directions.


In 6th grade, the students really cared about our mock election.  They made their own signs and banners, which they hung up.  They kept talking about the elections in the hallway.  In prior days, when I was in class, in 8th grade, I did not here much about the elections.  I also herd, after election day, that only about half of the 8th Grade students registered.  I also heard that some students wanted to vote, but they didn’t register.  That is how real elections are run, and it is too bad for those who didn’t fell like registering.  In 6th grade, mostly everybody registered, save about 1 or 2 people per class.  I also herd that in 8th grade, a few people voted for whomever they thought sounded cool, and they didn’t care about our elections, which we worked hard on to set up.  In the real world, a lot of people don’t vote, even when their vote counts for real.  In other countries citizens are fighting for their right to vote; in America some people could care less.  Overall, 6th graders cared the most about our elections.  It made me think back to when I was in 6th grade, and more things mattered.  Here in 8th grade, we worry to much about other things, and we lose what use to be fun.   Its all part of turning from a child, without a care in your mind, to an adult, with lots of responsibilities.


I also had to work in a group to run the polls.  We had about 4-6 people that we worked with.  I think that I worked well n this group because we just made a quick decision like, “I will be in the lab for the next class,” and, “ I give the next speech.”  I usually work better alone, though I can work well in a group.  I sometimes do try to do everything, because I want it to be perfect, and I feel responsible.  I didn’t really get put in that position on Election Day.  


Overall, the elections, and the election process, which included putting up the posters and decorating, were a good experience for me.  I got to talk to groups of 6th graders explaining to them how to vote.  I also felt the frustration when I had to repeat everything over and over again.  I saw the difference between 6th and 8th graders.   I also got the chance to work in a group.  I got to see how real polls work, and how real poll workers might feel on Election Day.  I will definitely vote in the real election, when I am old enough.  As I said, these elections gave me a chance to experiences the election process.  

