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Song - Jim

I chose this song because I think it’s about when you want to give up, but you don’t.  This is also a song which Mayella might sing because of her problem of loving someone who doesn’t love her back.


The song starts out with the narrator complaining why is she still sticking with Jim, someone she loves?  She starts to regret that she spent too much time and energy on Jim.  She thinks about giving up, but in the end, her heart takes over, and she decides to still go on loving Jim.

This situation is similar to what Atticus thinks about going up against racism.  Even thought he is a strong believer against hating anybody, he still has some doubts.  You can tell because in the movie, he waits a few seconds before answering the judge’s request to defend Tom.  In the end, he decides that defending Tom is the right thing to do.   Also, on page 75 as Atticus is talking to Scout, he tells Scout that he is defending Tom because it is the right thing to do.  He even gives her reasons of why he took the case on page 75.  He is also scared for his children receiving trouble because Scout beats up a kid at school for calling Atticus an n*****-lover.  Atticus even invites Aunt Alexander over to try and provide a motherly figure for the children.  He keeps thinking to himself, is this the right thing to do, to defend Tom?  At the end, he believes that it is the right thing to do.

When I first read the song, I thought it would be something Mayella could sing, or be the narrator for.  She loves Tom, (her Jim) but Tom doesn’t love her back.  He doesn’t even know that she loves him, so he never does anything the song lists like bringing flowers, or telling her his heart’s desires.  

The poem might have a deceptive appearance.  You don’t know if Jim is not what the narrator thinks that he is like.  Maybe he never loved the girl, or he is going out with another girl.  You can never know.  Mr. Dolphus Raymond, in the book was not like what he looked like.  He wasn’t drunk, he just mislead the town.
This song is also a little about leaving things behind, especially things which are familiar or important to you.  The narrator, in the poem wants to give up loving Jim, but she decides not to.  In the book, racial prejudice is something everyone grew up with, but the town struggles a little to leave it behind, but they never succeed, just like the narrator in the poem.
So, this poem has lots of relation to the book.  It’s a poem Mayella might sing.  She loved someone who didn’t love her back.   Atticus struggles a bit with giving up against racism, but lets his heart prevail and doesn’t give up.  It might be about deceptive appearances and leaving behind familiar things to you.  
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