1st Centers

The first juvenile justice system started 1899 in Illinois.  Another court started as sort-of started as a therapeutic agent.  Before that everyone was tried in adult courts with the harsh adult sentences.  By 1945 there was a juvenile justice system in every state.  They were founded on the principal of medical rehabilitation.  The courts were set up to investigate, diagnose, and prescribe treatments for young offenders.   Sometimes that was not what actually happened.    However, the rehabilitation system did not work.  Many of the institutions were dirty and the rehabilitation model did not work for everyone.   The system changed in the 1960s, as people lost faith in the rehabilitation model. 

In re Whinship

Decided 3/31/1970

#778  397US358

In this Supreme Court case appeal, there was a 12-year-old boy who would have been charged with larceny if he had been an adult.   He broke in a woman’s locker and stole $112.  The principal of the case was the statement in the Constitution, where citizens need to be convicted with out a reasonable doubt.  The Supreme Court was deciding weather that statement applies to juveniles as well as adults.  The New York Family  Court Act, section 744(b), said that the juvenile's guilt be based on a preponderance [majority] of the evidence.  At the end they decided that the different age does not require different policies.  The boy went free because the evidence against him was not beyond a reasonable doubt.  This effected juvenile case’s evidence and making it harder to convict a juvenile based on shaky evidence.

Kent vs. US

Decided 3/21/66

#104 383US541

Morris A. Kent Jr., was 16 years old when he would have been convicted of housebreaking, robbery and rape in Washington D.C.  He is now 21, and was in the care of the Juvenile Justice system of the District of Columbia.  The case is about due process.  Due Process is the process you take in court to argue your case.  Due Process includes right to a fair and public trial; to be present at that trial; and to be heard in your defense.  Due Process is also about other things too.  Apparently in the case, they defendant and his guardians were denied a full investigation.  They also ruled on should ‘someone who has a legitimate interest in the juvenile’ be able to view the juvenile’s social services file.  The argument also went into the Due Process of a waiver filed in court.  This ruling changed juvenile justice by fully bringing due process into the juvenile courtroom.

