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Launching the Nation Outline
1. Laying the foundation of Government
a. The First President

i. George Washington did not originally want to be president
ii. Although he did become president

iii. Washington and his wife Marta had to attend many fancy parties in New York

iv. Sargent Murray wanted woman to play a greater part in our new government.

b. Life in the New Republic

i. America was growing (4 million people), wanted government to provide many services
ii. Wanted them to regulate trade to make local goods cheaper

iii. New Your was capital, NY and Phila. Were only big cities

iv. + New York was growing and building

c. Setting Precedents

i. Washington created several executive branch departments
ii. Their heads were called the cabinet

iii. Judiciary Act of 1789 created judiciary system with 3 levels

1. We learned about this before in Judicial Branch Unit

2. Hamilton and National Finances

a. Settling the Debt

i. Hamilton was elected Secretary of Treasury by Washington

ii. He had to figure how to pay 11.7 million $ off to countries such as France and 40 million to the people

iii. During the war the gov. sold bonds and promised to re-pay later

iv. Had trouble paying back, so people sold to speculators who hoped to later make a profit

v. Others did not want to give the money to speculators, but Hamilton said they took the risk 

b. The States’ Debts

i. States owed other countries 25 million
ii. Hamilton wanted to pay 21.5 of it to increase favor with the people in the government and start economy
iii. South did not like plan; they did not owe much $$$
iv. South also wanted capital closer to them

v. Compromise: South would support debt plan and the new Washington D.C. would be capitol

c. Hamilton versus Jefferson

i. Hamiliton did not support giving people too much power; could not make good decisions

ii. Jefferson thought people should have more say in country

iii. Hamiliton wanted  to promote manufacturing and growth by taxing foreign goods(proposed protective tariff)

iv. Jefferson wanted to support farmers by keeping prices on forign goods low

d. The Debate over the Bank

i. Hamilton wanted a national and state(s) banks and mint to gave the government deposit money
ii. Jefferson thought Constitution did not give gov. power for that

iii. However the constitution says federal gov has power “to make all laws which shall be necessary and proper” for nation

iv. Hamilton’s view is now a loose construction of Constitution

v. Jefferson’s is a strict construction (the gov can only do what the Constitution says)
vi. Washington agreed with Hamilton and created the national bank

3. Troubles Ahead

a. The French Revolution
i. The people of France overthrew their government and King
ii. Democracy was catching on in Europe too

iii. Some here worried that people were rebelling against authority

iv. One of the 1st thing overthrown, was the Bastille (a prison)

b. US Neutrality

i. Great Britain were fighting each other in a war

ii. Some people backed Britain, others France

iii. Washington decided the government should remain neutral (not favor 1 over the other)

iv. Some people disagreed and others thought he should have asked Congress first

c. Citizen Genet

i. Edmund Genet (zhuh-ne) came from France to gather US suppot

ii. He wanted captains to become privateers and attack France

iii. Washington told him to go home because he was breaking neutrality

iv. He said that the people should overrule Washington in support of France.

v. Even pro-ffrace Jefferson wanted Genet removed after that

vi. Jefferson was also mad that Hamilton (pro-Britain) was “taking over” his secretary of state powers and he quit

vii. Washington was sad, because he respected Jefferson

d. Jay’s Treaty

i. Others were hurting US neutrally

ii. Britain seized all ships to French West Indies, and rumors showed that Britain might want Indians to attack America

iii. John Jay was sent over to Britain to make a treaty

iv. Britain did not want to fight another costly war in North America

v. They signed a treaty to make Britain pay for damages for ships and allowed small ships to continue trading.  Also America had to pay off it’s debts.

vi. Some say it did not go far enough to pay for freed slaves and abandon ties with Indians

vii. Washington thought it was the best they could do and approved it

e. Penickney’s Treaty

i. Spain was disputing border with Florida and closed down port of New Orleans
ii. New Orleans was important gate way to Mississippi River and the West

iii. Washington sent Thomas Pinckney to make a treaty

iv. Spain gave in and opened port of New Orleans and gave right of deposit (Americans boats could transfer their goods without paying any money)

4. Challenges at Home

a. Conflicts in the Northwest Territory

i. Thayendanegea (Joseph Brant) wanted to get Indians to band together to stop settlers from taking land
ii. Settlers still came with guns

iii. Miami chief Little Turtle went against Anthony Wayne

iv. Little Turtle wanted help from British allies, who refused.  Little Turtle then told Indians to give up.

v. They signed Treaty of Greenville to get Northwest Territory and Indians get 20,000$ worth of goods and have their claim to other land

b. The Whiskey Rebellion

i. Congress passed a tax on American-made whiskey
ii. This angered many farmers who made whiskey on the side

iii. In 1794 protesters refused to pay the tax and some tarred and feathered the tax collectors – Also called themselves the new Sons of Liberty

iv. Washington thought them as threatening federal authority and sent state militia to scare off the rebels –It worked

c. Washington’s Farewell Address

i. Washington decided not to run for 3rd term.  He wanted to retire and did not want to appear like a king
ii. In his address he talked about dangers to our republic like foreign ties and political parties creating diversions, and too much debt

5. John Adams’ Presidency

a. Elections of 1796

i. 1st time political parties started creeping up.  Now 2 parties:
ii. Federalist Party wanted to make gov. stronger to promote industry and trade.  Hamilton helped start it.  They choose John Adams as their candidate
iii. Democratic-Republican Party more popular in south and west.  They chose Thomas Jefferson as candidate
iv. They both wrote bad things about another

v. Adams won, and Jefferson was vice-president
b. President Adams and the XYZ Affair
i. France was starting to attack our ships, so Adams sent peace keeps to France
ii. The peacekeepers were secretly told they needed a 250,000 bribe to talk and a 12 million dollar loan

iii. The peacekeepers sent a note to Adams substituting X,Y and Z for the names of the agents

iv. Federalists wanted a war with France, but Adams disagreed and made Military stronger

v. A treaty was later signed making peace with France
c. The Alien and Sedition Acts

i. Federalists passed the Alien and Sedition Acts making it leagle to transport aliens out of the country if they were making secreat plots against the US, and made it illegal to say “false or hostile” things about the government
ii. Many Federalists news writers were arrested
iii. Federalists strike back with Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions they say that the Alien and Sedition Acts were unconstitutional because they took away from state’s rights.  They thought the states did not have to follow any federal law they found was unconstitutional

iv. This brought the new concept of the states challenging the federal government
d. Election of 1800
i. Adams was running for re-election.  The parties were still saying bad things about each other

ii. Republicans said bad things about Alien Acts and about the bigger army and higher taxes to pay for it.  They also called Adams a war-starting president.

iii. Federalists called Jefferson a pro-French man who would ruin the country and against organized religion

iv. Hamilton caused further division of the Federalists by saying bad things about Adams and wanting people to vote for the other Federalists candidate, Charles Pinckney
e. A Narrow Republican Victory

i. Jefferson and Burr both had 73 votes each.  The tie went to the House of Representatives where their was another 30 ties.  The Federalists then decided not to vote for anyone, letting Jefferson win.
ii. Hamilton wanted Jefferson because he trusted him more.

iii. They passed the 12th amendment wh8ich had a separate vote for vice-president instead of having the runner-up get the job

iv. Jefferson and Hamilton did not talk to each other for many years

Chap 11 – Building a Strong Nation
1. Jefferson as President

a. The Republican Victory

i. Jefferson came to his inauguration in plain clothes
ii. Republicans also won control of the Congress

iii. This showed how power can be passed to a different party peacefully in the United States

b. Jefferson in Ohio

i. Jefferson cut down the size of the armed forces and wanted to lower taxes

ii. Jefferson like the national bank system in place by Hamilton
iii. His party wanted him to replace all Federalist with Republicans.  Jefferson did not want too, so in the end he replaced a few

c. Marbury vs. Madison

i. As Adams left office, he appointed justices a few hors before he would leave his job

ii. The next day, some justices had not received papers.  Jefferson told the Attorney General not to give out these papers

iii. A judge, William Marbury sued in the Supreme Court to make the executive branch give the papers.
iv. The Federalist chief justice John Marshall said that even thought the judiciary act of 1789 said the court had that power, it went against the constitution

v. The court seemed to be giving up 1 power, but gaining another.  Judicial review is where the court can declare an act of Congress unconstitutional.

2. The Louisiana Purchase

a. French Louisiana

i. Spain was growing poorer and it traded Louisiana to France. (not Florida)
ii. Napoleon was in control of France and wanted to make France again the dominate player in North America

iii. In order to attack New Orleans he needed the island of Haiti as a supply base.

iv. Unfortunately, former slaves were in control of the place and Toussaint-Louverture was not interested in losing Haiti to France.

v. By now, the US had learned of Napoleon’s plans and knew that France could stop the countries westward expansion
b. The Louisiana Purchase

i. Jefferson sent over an ambassador to avoid a war

ii. Napoleon was offering to sell all of Louisiana to the Americans to raise money for a war with Britain.

iii. Monroe and Livingston offered to buy for 15 million dollars, even though Congress only offered 10 million

iv. Jefferson hesitated to purchase.  His strict construction did not believe that the Constitution gave him to right to buy land.  He feard the French might take back the offer, so he took what was best for the nation

v. This new purchase almost doubled the size of America to expand our borders

c. (Corps) Mission of Discovery

i. Jefferson sent Meriwether Lewis and William Clark to explore the new land and see if there was a river route to the Pacific Ocean.

ii. He also wanted them to make friends with the Indians

d. The Lewis and Clark Expedition

i. They set out in 1804 to the land of the Sioux.  There they met their new guide Sacagawea who helped them translate

ii. They crossed the plains and observed the huge Buffalo, and the many dangers along the way.

iii. They also came to the Rocky Mountains where they were tired and frozen cold .  The chief in that area was a friend of Sacagawea, and he provided horses.
iv. They then followed the Columbia River to the Pacific Ocean where they survived a rough river.

v. The next year the made their way back and were welcomed back on their return.

e. Pike’s Exploration

i. Zebulon Pike was sent out to find the starting point of the Red River and to spy on the Spanish

ii. He went to the Rocky Mountains and tried to climb to what is today called Pike’s Peak

iii. He reached the start of the Rio Grande and followed it deep into Spanish Territory where he was arrested for being a spy.

iv. He was later released to tell his tale today.

	Date
	Event
	Description

	January 1789
	Washington Elected
	George Washington became the 1st president at the urging of many people

	February 1791
	First National Bank
	Congress established the national bank as a place for the US to store money at the urging of Hamilton

	April 22, 1793
	Proclamation of US Neutrality
	The US decided to stay neutral in the war of Britain vs. France

	November 1794
	Jay’s Treaty
	Britain captured ships going to the West Indies. John Jay straightened it out with the British.

	October 1795
	Pinckney’s Treaty
	Thomas Pinckney was sent to negotiate a treaty with Spain to open the port of New Orleans back up

	1795
	Whiskey Rebellion
	Farmers were getting mad that whiskey was being taxed

	1769
	Adams Elected
	John Adams was elected after Washington retired

	March 1798
	XYZ Affair
	French agents (whose names were replaced by these letters) tried to make America pay a bribe before they would make a treaty

	Summer 1789
	Alien and Sedition Acts
	The Federalist wrote this to get members of the opposing party in trouble

	1800
	Hamilton Killed
	A disputed between him and Burr led to a duel because of the 1800 election

	1800
	Jefferson Elected
	Jefferson won this really close election between him and John Adams

	Oct. 20 ,1803
	Louisiana Purchase
	The US bought New Orleans and more land to almost double the size of the country.

	May 1804- Sept. 1806
	Lewis and Clark Expedition
	Lewis and Clark explored out west to find the Pacific Ocean and what was in between. 

















