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“We opened the door and there they were.”   I am talking about the stunning discovery that we made on Mars.   These were creatures that were never before seen by anyone, not even on film.  We called these strange creatures we discovered Urcheggas because sometimes they are egg-shaped, other times they are like a spiky bouncy ball.  Their scientific name is Micholus Brandous, after us, their discoverer.

These creatures at their adult form are 1m in diameter.   They are essentially a big spiky ball that bounces around the landscape of Mars.  When they are in their baby form, they are a totally different non-spiky egg shape.  The little ones also have eyes and feet.

I will now tell about how we discovered them.  We were the first humans ever to step on Mars, so we saw them first.  When we landed our capsule and opened the door, we were shocked to see these Urcheggas bouncing around.  At first we wounded what they were, and how they came here.  But most we wondered why they were never seen before in pictures sent back by probes.
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Now I will describe the creature itself.  I will start at it’s little-egg baby form.  The eggs grow off the discarded feet of an adult.  The babies, like I said before, grow into a non-spiky egg shape, that has eyes and feet.  These blue colored  eggs waddle around Mars, navigating with their eyes.  To drink, the critters lay their tongues on the frozen ice, and their body heat melts the ice.  Their tongues then absorb the water.  To eat, a baby Urchegga waddles around and tries to catch a big spiky Urchegga.  The little ones aren’t very efficient at catching their pray, but once the have one they eat it real slow.  What is strange, is that other Urcheggas don’t bother or try to steal food from others.

Now, we have also found probably the biggest organism change in history.  At one point in a baby Urchegga’s life, another of its kind pulls off their friend’s feet.  The feet are then left behind to born into another Urchegga.   The now feet-less Urchegga will then take a few days to change from an egg shape to a circle.  They will change from blue to purple.  Also, the eyes and mouth will fall off.  Then the biggest change of all, the multi-purpose spikes will begin to grow out of the transforming Urchegga.  

The new adult shaped Urchegga, uses it spikes to do a lot.  It uses them to bounce across the reddish landscape.  This happens when the spikes bend together, then they spring out real fast.  This force propels the Urchegga upwards and sends it bouncing across the reddish Mars landscape.  An Urchegga can move up to 30 m.p.h. like this.  An Urchegga can also curve down its spikes to roll like a ball down hill.  It is also apparent that this animals doesn’t have a top or dominate side. 

A ball shaped Urchegga can get its food in 2 ways.  First, it can absorb nutrients from the rocks.  It is also apparent that an adult Urchegga gets some food from its stored fat from that it accumulated when it was young.  To get water, an adult Urchegga puts it spikes over the ice and chemicals in the spikes melt the ice, like salt in the winter.  The spikes then seem to absorb the water.  To protect itself from the cold and solar radiation, an adult Urchegga has a thick layer of blubber .  Here is a cross section picture of one we found split in half.  



So, that’s the story of this amazing creature, an Urchegga, the only living thing on Mars.   We will be doing more investigation on this creature.  We still want to know why it is camera shy, and how it got here[image: image5.png]



(Please note: No Urcheggas were harmed during our exploration)
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