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Chris if you can find the dates in yellow, feel free to include them.

--------------

Process To Vote

11/2/04 – Appoint Electors - By this date, electors need to have been appointed.  In most states, the political parties nominate a group of electors.  Then on Election Day, the electors are voted for.

12/13-14/04 – Certificates of Ascertainment - Each state must have sent out a Certificate of Ascertainment.  This lists the names of the electors chosen to the Electoral College by that state.

12/13/04 - Hold the Meeting of Electors – On this day the states hold a meeting in their states.  This is when they vote for president and vice president.  They must then send out a Certificate of the Vote listing the number of votes each candidate received. 


January 6, 2005 – The Reading of the Vote – On this day the president of the Senate opens the votes and reads them before both the Senate and the House of Representatives.

January 20, 2005 – New President Sworn In – Today, the new president is sworn into office, and starts his new job as commander-in-chief.

Allocated

March 29,1861 – 23rd Amendment - The District of Columbia gets the right to vote for a president by getting 3 electoral votes.  The other states get the number of electors equal to the number representatives in the senate (always 2) plus the number of representatives in the House. (Which are based on population as decided by the census and fixed on 435 total members)  Using this system, there are 538 electoral votes.  The candidates must get 270 votes in order to win.  If no candidates get this amount, the House of Representatives decide.

Changes

September 25, 1804 -12th Amendment - Before the 12th amendment, the runner up in the presidential election won the job of being the vice president.  The 12th Amendment said that, in case of a tie, there would be a vote for president and another separate vote for the job of being the vice president in the House of Representatives.

Pre 1820 - Most states chose their electors in the state legislatures and whom they should vote for.

1824 – Andrew Jackson’s supporters, after he lost, started working on getting the common man to get out and vote.  Most states made rules at this time, which say that whoever wins the states popular vote, wins all of that states’ electoral votes. 

1836 – The parties started having national conventions to nominate a candidate for president.  They could choose whomever the wanted, any way they wanted.

Early 1900’s – The Presidential Primary system was developed in order to choose a party’s nomination.

1970’s  - The Presidential Primary system was common place in many states to choose a party’s nomination.  In fact in 1968, Hubert Hoover was the last candidate to win parties nomination without entering the primaries.

Give PA examples for dates 

Other 
[Chris, put this one last] Today – Our system of electing the president is the most complicated and confusing system in the world.

1876 – After the Civil War, the southern states sent 2 sets of electors each with a different vote.   

1887 – This incident created a new rule that one person in each states had to approve which electors got the job.

Find Date - Maine and Nebraska allow for representatives to split.

9/4/97– There have been over 700 proposed changes to the Electoral College system.  On this date, a change was proposed 
