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 wrote this book to include some of  my authors of poetry.  I fave 4 authors and I wrote a short biography for each, and why I chose them.  I have also included 3 of their poems, and I have commented on the tone, rhyme schemem, and 2 of the tools used in each poem.  At the end I have also included a special section on a new world famous  poet, and I have included 5 of his pomes the I have commented on.  Well, I hope you injoy reading  my anthology of poerty.
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Dedication


I dedicte this book to my mom and dad for giving me such a good life.

~Michael Plasmeier
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Poets and their Poems




 First Poet

William Shakespeare




William Shakespeare was born on April 23, 1564, and died 52 years later on his birthday.  Shakespeare wroth many plays and poems, and is famous for his plays at the Globe Theater.  As a child, Shakespeare led a comfortable life marrying Anne Hathaway at age 18.  Shakespeare then went on to write many plays, and become highly regarded with the queen at that time.  Shakespeare led a wonderful life, and his poems and plays are still being performed today.

Some people regard Shakespeare as the greatest poet of all time, and that is why I chose to include him first.  He also wrote some fall poems to keep with the theme.   Shakespeare also exhibits a lot of  figurative language in his poems, which keeps them interesting.  I also learned about him last year in seminar, and we went to see his play, Julius Caesar.  This is why I chose to include Shakespeare into my anthology. 

  First Poet: First Poem


Sonnet #18: Part 1

Shall I compare you to an autumn mist? 
You are more subtle and more sensuous. 
Fall’s gross excess gluts even hedonist 
Senses, proposing dose on overdose 
Of apple, melon, pumpkin, mulberry, 
As crop follows crop in grim profusion,  
And predictable superfluity  
Destroys desire in dull disillusion. 
But your beguilements take me by surprise, 
Deflecting calculations, on the run:  
Curious moves that suddenly give rise 
To meanings undreamt of by autumn’s sun, 
Replacing my straight-line expectations 
With your more sinuous incarnations.


Tone: 

This poem tells about the beauty of the fall, in what seams what to be somewhat dark mood.

Rhyme Scheme: 

The poem’s rhyme scheme is the first line rhymes with the third.  This pattern then repeats with the fifth line rhyming with the seventh. 

Poet’s Tools: 

This whole poem is basically a metaphor, because the author is comparing the subject with autumn mist.  You can not measure the effect that this had in the poem because without this metaphor there would not be a poem.

The author uses a lot of imagery as he is describing the person and fall.  He use the words dull and grim.  This helps put an image into people’s minds so, they can better enjoy the poem.

  First Poet: Second Poem


Shall I Compare Thee

Shall I compare thee to a Summer's day? 
Thou are more lovely and more temperate: 
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And Summer's lease hath all too short a date: 
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines, 
And often is his gold complexion dimm'd; 
And every fair from fair sometime declines, 
By chance or nature's changing course untrimm'd.

But thy eternal Summer shall not fade 
Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow'st; 
Nor shall Death brag thou wander'st in his shade,
When in eternal lines to time thou grow'st: 
So long as men can breathe, or eyes can see, 
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.


Tone: 

This poem makes you fell good, the author is praising you and probably wants you to be his girlfriend.

Rhyme Scheme: 

The poem’s rhyme scheme is the first line rhymes with the third, and the second rhymes with the fourth.  This pattern then repeats. 

Poet’s Tools: 

Once again, this whole poem is basically a metaphor, because the author is comparing the subject with a summers day.  You can not measure the effect that this had in the poem because without this metaphor there would not be a poem.

The poet also used a lot of figurative language such as wander’st and ow’st.  This use let the poet rhyme words and somewhat change the meaning of some words.

 First Poet: Third Poem


Sonnets #77
Thy glass will show thee how thy beauties wear, 
Thy dial how thy precious minutes waste;
The vacant leaves thy mind's imprint will bear, 
And of this book this learning mayst thou taste. 
The wrinkles which thy glass will truly show 
Of mouthed graves will give thee memory; 
Thou by thy dial's shady stealth mayst know 
Time's thievish progress to eternity. 
Look! what thy memory cannot contain, 
Commit to these waste blanks, and thou shalt
find
Those children nursed, deliver'd from thy brain, 
To take a new acquaintance of thy mind. 
These offices, so oft as thou wilt look, 
Shall profit thee and much enrich thy book.



Tone: 

This poem tells about time in a hard to understand way.  The tone seems happy enough.

Rhyme Scheme: 

The poem’s rhyme scheme is the first line rhymes with the third, and the second rhymes with the fourth.  This pattern then repeats. 

Poet’s Tools: 

The poet uses personification where he talks about time's thievish progress to eternity.  He says that time can steal, which we know that it can’t.  This helps the poem by describing how fast time has past.

The poet also used a lot of figurative language and old language such as mayst and thou shalt.  This use let the poet rhyme words and somewhat change the meaning of some words.

 Second Poet

Edgar Allan Poe




Edgar Allan Poe was a famous American poet, short story writer, journalist, and literary critic.  Poe was born in Boston on January 19th, 1809 and was orphaned.  Poe lived with a foster family, The Allans.  He was never officially adopted, and was eventually disowned from his foster family.  Poe married his 13-year-old cousin, Virginia in 1836.  He became nationally famous upon the publication of his poem, The Raven in 1845.  Poe had a problem with infrequent but intense drinking bouts.  However, Poe continued to produce excellent short stories like Murders in the Rue Morgue, and The Gold Bug.  After, after the death of his wife in 1847, he fell apart and died two years later on October 7, 1849. 

I chose Poe for my anthology because of a few reasons.  The first was because we read about Poe before in school.  Poe also writes scary stories, that you read near Halloween.  Halloween is in the fall, so that goes with my fall theme.  The author is also well known for his creative and scary poetry.  This is why I chose Eager Allen Poe for my anthology. 

  Second Poet: First Poem


The Haunted Palace

In the greenest of our valleys 
By good angels tenanted, 
Once a fair and stately palace — 
Radiant palace — reared its head. 
In the monarch Thought's dominion — 
It stood there ! 
Never seraph spread a pinion 
Over fabric half so fair !

Banners yellow, glorious, golden, 
On its roof did float and flow, 
(This — all this — was in the olden 
Time long ago,) 
And every gentle air that dallied, 
In that sweet day, 
Along the ramparts plumed and pallid, 
A wingéd odour went away.

Wanderers in that happy valley, 
Through two luminous windows, saw 
Spirits moving musically, 
To a lute's well-tunéd law, 
Round about a throne where, sitting 
(Porphyrogene !) 
In state his glory well befitting, 
The ruler of the realm was seen.

And all with pearl and ruby glowing 
Was the fair palace door, 
Through which came flowing, flowing, flowing, 
And sparkling evermore, 
A troop of Echoes, whose sweet duty 
Was but to sing, 
In voices of surpassing beauty, 
The wit and wisdom of their king.

But evil things, in robes of sorrow, 
Assailed the monarch's high estate. 
(Ah, let us mourn ! — for never sorrow 
Shall dawn upon him desolate !) 
And round about his home the glory 
That blushed and bloomed, 
Is but a dim-remembered story 
Of the old time entombed.

And travellers, now, within that valley, 
Through the red-litten windows see 
Vast forms, that move fantastically 
To a discordant melody, 
While, like a ghastly rapid river, 
Through the pale door 
A hideous throng rush out forever 
And laugh — but smile no more.



Tone: 

The tone of this poem is totally different from its title and other Halloween style poems.  The tone is not scary, but happy instead.

Rhyme Scheme: 

The poem’s rhyme scheme is the first line rhymes with the third, and the second line rhymes with the fourth.  The fifth line then rhymes with the seventh, and the sixth line rhymes with the eighth.  This rule applies for every stanza, except stanza one.   In the first stanza, where only the fifth line then rhymes with the seventh, and the sixth line rhymes with the eighth.  

Poet’s Tools: 

The author used personification when he said, “And every gentle air that dallied.”  Poe is making the air have human characteristics, as he said that all the air dallied or was slow.  He also called the air gentle.  The effect this has on the poem is that it better helps describe the air that the author is talking about.
The poet uses a sort-of allusion at the end of his poem.  This might have been accidental, but Poe says, A hideous throng rush out forever,
And laugh — but smile no more.”  The end of the last line sounds the same as Poe’s The Raven. Both poems end in saying more, as The Raven ends with the line,” Shall be lifted---nevermore!”  This doesn’t have much effect on the poem, except a familiar ending.

  Second Poet: Second Poem


The Lake — To —— 
In spring of youth it was my lot 
To haunt of the wide world a spot 
The which I could not love the less — 
So lovely was the loneliness 
Of a wild lake, with black rock bound, 
And the tall pines that towered around. 

But when the Night had thrown her pall 
Upon that spot, as upon all, 
And the mystic wind went by 
Murmuring in melody — 
Then — ah then I would awake 
To the terror of the lone lake. 

Yet that terror was not fright, 
But a tremulous delight — 
A feeling not the jewelled mine 
Could teach or bribe me to define — 
Nor Love — although the Love were thine. 

Death was in that poisonous wave, 
And in its gulf a fitting grave 
For him who thence could solace bring 
To his lone imagining — 
Whose solitary soul could make 
An Eden of that dim lake. 



Tone: 

This poem seems somewhat dark.  However if you read between the lines, the poem is much darker.  This is because the rhythm and the rhyme scheme bright the poem up a lot. 

Rhyme Scheme: 

The poem’s rhyme scheme is the first line rhymes with the second, and the third line rhymes with the fourth.  The fifth line also rhymes with the sixth.  This pattern then repeats in each stanza. 

Poet’s Tools: 

In this poem, Poe uses a small simile, which this author does not usually do.  He writes, “But when the Night had thrown her pall, Upon that spot, as upon all.”  The author uses this simile to show that night had fallen in the spot, as it did everywhere else. This has a good effect on the poem, as the author can show that it was dark in all the spots, not just this one. 


I happen to like the rhythm and rhyme scheme of this poem.  The poem as a one-two beat that make the poem sound almost happy.  The beat does distract from the author’s words, however I find this worth this negative.  The effect this has on the poem, is that people may not pay as much attention, or grasp the words or meaning of the poem.



 Second Poet: Third Poem


To the River

Fair river! in thy bright, clear flow 
Of labyrinth-like water, 
Thou art an emblem of the glow 
Of beauty — the unhidden heart — 
The playful maziness of art 
In old Alberto's daughter — 

But when within thy wave she looks — 
Which glistens then, and trembles — 
Why, then, the prettiest of brooks 
Her worshipper resembles — 
For in my heart — as in thy stream — 
Her image deeply lies — 
The heart which trembles at the beam, 
The scrutiny of her eyes.



Tone: 

This poem is a happy one about this girl looking into the beautiful stream.

Rhyme Scheme: 

This poem has a weird rhyme scheme.  In the first stanza,  is the first line rhymes with the third, and the forth rhymes with the fifth.  In the second stanza, the first line rhymes with the third, and the second rhymes with the fourth.   Also,  the fifth line rhymes with the seventh, and the sixth rhymes with the eighth.  

Poet’s Tools: 

The poet use a simile when he says, “Fair river! in thy bright, clear flow 
Of labyrinth-like water.”  He compares the water to be like a labyrinth or maze, because it probably snakes around in a complicated path.  This has a positive effect on the [poem, because it helps Poe better describe the course of the water.

The author uses a lot of imagery when he is describing the water.   He uses words such as bright and clear.  This helps put an image into people’s minds so, they can better enjoy the poem.  This also helps the author better describe the girl he is talking about.

 Third Poet

Matthew Arnold


Matthew Arnold was born in 1822, although he is now remembered now for his essays.   Arnold began his career as a poet, winning early recognition as a student at the Rugby School.   After marrying in 1851, Arnold began work as a government school inspector.   Arnold began developed an interest in education.  This interest fed into both his critical works and his poetry.  Empedocles on Etna in 1852 established Arnold's reputation as a poet.  Arnold also wrote the famous essays, Essays in Criticism and Culture and Anarchy.  Late in life, in 1883 and 1886, Arnold made two lecturing tours of the United States.  Matthew Arnold died in Liverpool in 1888.

I chose the poet Matthew Arnold for my anthology because I stumbled upon him, and liked his poems.  I found him when I did a Google search for ‘famous poets’.  I then clicked on a site where the had the first 4 lines for poems by famous poets.  Arnold uses words in interesting ways and he can bring a clear image into your head.  Arnold’s poems sounded good, and I then did a search for ‘Matthew Arnold.’  I then found a few of his poems and included them in my anthology. 

  Third Poet: First Poem


Dover Beach

The sea is calm to-night.
The tide is full, the moon lies fair
Upon the straits; on the French coast the light
Gleams and is gone; the cliffs of England stand,
Glimmering and vast, out in the tranquil bay.
Come to the window, sweet is the night-air!
Only, from the long line of spray
Where the sea meets the moon-blanch'd land,
Listen! you hear the grating roar
Of pebbles which the waves draw back, and fling,
At their return, up the high strand,
Begin, and cease, and then again begin,
With tremulous cadence slow, and bring
The eternal note of sadness in. 

Sophocles long ago
Heard it on the Aegean, and it brought
Into his mind the turbid ebb and flow
Of human misery; we
Find also in the sound a thought,
Hearing it by this distant northern sea. 

The Sea of Faith
Was once, too, at the full, and round earth's shore
Lay like the folds of a bright girdle furl'd.
But now I only hear
Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar,
Retreating, to the breath
Of the night-wind, down the vast edges drear
And naked shingles of the world. 

Ah, love, let us be true
To one another! for the world, which seems
To lie before us like a land of dreams,
So various, so beautiful, so new,
Hath really neither joy, nor love, nor light,
Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain;
And we are here as on a darkling plain
Swept with confused alarms of struggle and flight,
Where ignorant armies clash by night.



Tone: 

This poem is a down-right serious one talking about the beach at night.  What is distracting however, is that the first two lines rhyme real fast with which sets the tone for the poem.  The rest of the poem however, does not follow through, making you real the poem too fast to understand it.

Rhyme Scheme: 

This poem has an irregular or no rhyme scheme at all, that I could detect.  However, the words do seem to go together.

Poet’s Tools: 

The poet uses figurative language when he uses the word moon-blanch’d, to describe that the moon is shining on to the land.  The author also used the word he shortened, furl’d.  This helps him meet the form of the poem and still use that word.

The author also uses at least 3 similes in this poem. One of them is, “To one another! for he world, which seems, To lie before us like a land of dreams.”  The author is describing that the world when at Dover Beach is like what you would expect from a dream.  This effects the poem, in that the author can put an picture in your mind of what the beach looks like.

The poet uses a lot of imagery in this poem where he describes Dover Beach.  The author uses words like grating to describe the sound the ocean makes on the rocks.  He also tells of, “Pebbles which the waves draw back, and fling[s].”  This puts a clear picture in your mind of pebbles bingo drawn in by the ocean, and then released.  This imagery, helps the poet better describe Dover Beach.

  Third Poet: Second Poem


2 Selections from: 
The Strayed Reveller To Ulysses
…

I am Ulysses. 
And thou, too, sleeper? 
Thy voice is sweet. 
It may be thou hast follow'd 
Through the islands some divine bard, 
By age taught many things, 
Age and the Muses; 
And heard him delighting 
The chiefs and people 
In the banquet, and learn'd his songs. 
Of Gods and Heroes, 
Of war and arts, 
And peopled cities, 
Inland, or built 
By the gray sea.-If so, then hail! 
I honour and welcome thee. 

…

The Gods are happy. 
They turn on all sides 
Their shining eyes, 
And see below them 
The earth and men. 
They see Tiresias 
Sitting, staff in hand, 
On the warm, grassy 
Asopus bank,

…



Tone: 

The tone of this poem is like a story being told of Ulysses except in a free-verse poem form.  The tone is happy and narrative.

Rhyme Scheme: 

This poem does not have a rhyme scheme.  It is a free-verse, narrative poem.  

Poet’s Tools: 

There are no poet’s tools found in this poem.  See the other two poems by this poet for make-up poet’s tools descriptions each.

-The author

 Third Poet: Third Poem


Youth and Calm

'Tis death! and peace, indeed, is here, 
And ease from shame, and rest from fear. 
There's nothing can dismarble now
The smoothness of that limpid brow. 
But is a calm like this, in truth, 
The crowning end of life and youth, 
And when this boon rewards the dead, 
Are all debts paid, has all been said? 
And is the heart of youth so light, 
Its step so firm, its eye so bright, 
Because on its hot brow there blows
A wind of promise and repose
From the far grave, to which it goes; 
Because it hath the hope to come, 
One day, to harbour in the tomb? 
Ah no, the bliss youth dreams is one
For daylight, for the cheerful sun, 
For feeling nerves and living breath--
Youth dreams a bliss on this side death. 
It dreams a rest, if not more deep, 
More grateful than this marble sleep; 
It hears a voice within it tell: 
Calm's not life's crown, though calm is well. 
'Tis all perhaps which man acquires, 
But 'tis not what our youth desires.



Tone: 

This poem like the other 2 by this author are happy .  The rhyme scheme distracts somewhat from the poem, but otherwise the poems is good.

Rhyme Scheme: 

The poem’s rhyme scheme is the first line rhymes with the second, and the third line rhymes with the fourth.  The fifth line also rhymes with the sixth, and this pattern then repeats with a couplet scheme.  However, there is an exception because lines 12, 13, and 14 all rhyme.  The pattern then makes a slight change when 17 and 18 rhyme, and so do lines 19 and 20.  This pattern then repeats again 

Poet’s Tools: 

The author uses a metaphor when he  says, “More grateful than this marble sleep;

It hears a voice within it tell.”  The author is saying that the sleep is smooth like marble.  This helps the author better describe sleep.

Arnold also uses personification on the quote mentioned above.  The author says that marble can sleep, which only live things can do.  This as before helps the author describe the sleep.

Matthew Arnold uses a sort-of alliteration when he says, “Calm's not life's crown, though calm is well.”  Alliteration occurs when you repeat the same sound over and over, and  in this case it’s the letter C.  This helps with the poem’s rhyme scheme.




 Fourth Poet

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow


Henry Wadsworth Longfellow is famous American poet.  People love his poetry because they rhyme and sound like songs.  Henry was born on February 27, 1807.  Henry was born to a rich family, and Longfellow was very bright.  Henry's father wanted him to become a lawyer, but Longfellow wanted to be a writer.  In 1831 Henry married Mary Storer Potter.  In 1834 he became a professor at Harvard, and he won many awards..  Henry Wadsworth Longfellow died on March 24, 1882.

I chose Longfellow for my anthology, the same way that I discovered Arnold.   I did a Google search for famous poets and I found Longfellow.   I liked his poems, because he uses his words elegantly, and his poems are almost all the same short length.    Longfellow also wrote a poem about a rainy day, which there are a lot of in the fall.   This is why I chose Henry Wadsworth Longfellow to be part of my anthology of poems.

  Fourth Poet: First Poem


The Arrow and the Song

I shot an arrow into the air,
It fell to earth, I knew not where;
For, so swiftly it flew, the sight
Could not follow it in its flight.

I breathed a song into the air,
It fell to earth, I knew not where;
For who has sight so keen and strong, 
That it can follow the flight of song?

Long, long afterward, in an oak
I found the arrow, still unbroke;
And the song, from beginning to end, 
I found again in the heart of a friend.



Tone: 

This poem is a happy, upbeat one about the flight of an arrow, and how it took him along time to find the arrow again.

Rhyme Scheme: 

This poem has a couplet rhyme scheme.  The first line rhymes with the second in each stanza.  The third line also rhymes with the fourth.
Poet’s Tools: 

The author uses the concept of a song very often in this poem.  It is very hard to determine what he means by the song.  I think that this poem is the song he is referring to.  The author uses this tool because it fits his rhyme scheme, and it adds depth to the poem.

This poem has a lot of personification in it, as the arrow is said to have sight in the line, “For who has sight so keen and strong.”  This effect the poem as the poet can describe the way that the arrow flies straight.

  Fourth Poet: Second Poem


Loss and Gain

When I compare
What I have lost with what I have gained
What I have missed with what attained
Little room do I find for pride

I am aware
How many days have been idly spent
How like an arrow the good intent
has fallen short or been turned aside

But who shall dare
To measure loss and gain in this wise
Defeat may be victory in disguise
The lowest ebb in the turn of the tide



Tone: 

This poem is a happy one about a somewhat sad subject.  The man in the poem lost time or money.  He can never get that time or money back.  The poem also tells you not to be lazy

Rhyme Scheme: 

In this poem, the second and third line in each stance rhyme.

Poet’s Tools: 

Longfellow use a simile when he says, “How like an arrow the good intent.”  He is explaining that he wanted to work hard and straight like how an arrow flies.  He also means that an arrow might fly straight, or it might not.  This helps the poet describe how the man wanted to work, without going out of his rhyme scheme.

The author is creative with his words in all of his poems.  He is especially creative in the line where he says, “Defeat may be victory in disguise.”  I think that this is a good way of saying , if you are losing, you don’t know that you are doing bad.  This improves the poem, as Longfellow, can describe the situation better.

 Fourth Poet: Third Poem


The Rainy Day
The day is cold, and dark, and dreary;
It rains, and the wind is never weary;
The vine still clings to the moldering wall,
But at every gust the dead leaves fall,
And the day is dark and dreary.

My life is cold, and dark, and dreary;
It rains, and the wind is never weary;
My thoughts still cling to the moldering Past,
But the hopes of youth fall thick in the blast
And the days are dark and dreary.

Be still, sad heart! and cease repining;
Behind the clouds is the sun still shining;
Thy fate is the common fate of all,
Into each life some rain must fall,
Some days must be dark and dreary.



Tone: 

This poem like the subject of the poem s dark and dreary, as the Author is complaining.  However, the last stanza is full of hope for a sunny day.

Rhyme Scheme: 

This poem has a basically couplet rhyme scheme.  The first line rhymes with the second in each stanza.  The third line also rhymes with the fourth.  In the first and second stanza,  the first and last lines, respectfully, are the same, so they do rhyme.
Poet’s Tools: 

In this poem, the author uses repetition.  The author uses the words dark and dreary at the beginning and end of almost every stanza.  This had a good effect on the poem, as it provides familiarity to the poem, and lets him repeat his point over and over again.

Longfellow uses imagery to put a picture in your mind when he says, “The vine still clings to the moldering wall.”  This effects the poem and the statement can clearly put an image into your mind of a wall falling apart with vines clung to it.



New to the Scene


his is a special section showcasing the special hottest new poet on the poetry scene, Michael Plasmeier!  This section contains 7 of his poems, with commentary on 5 of them.  First, Michael takes you on a tour of his school and tells how he really likes it there.*  Then, Michael brings you to the Dominican Republic, where he went on vacation, during Spring Break.  After this, Michael will take you on a trip down a river, where he meets strange creatures along the way.  Next, Michaels shows the characteristics of the letter A.  If your not tired already, Michael will then take you to Island of Adventure, Michael’s favorite place on earth.  Then, Michael will really tell you what its  like to be a  guy.  Finally, Michael describe a book, in his acrostic poetry.  Well, enjoy this special bonus section.


Fifth Poet

Michael Plasmeier



Michael Plasmeier was born on April 14, 1991, and is a student at Haverford Middle School.  Michael is currently the hottest new poet to hit the poetry section.  Michael has a little brother in 3rd Grade at Manoa Elementary School.  Michael is interested in computers, theater, and Rokenbok construction sets.  Michael has so far achieved honor roll in every quarter so far.   Michael has written many poems, and they are included on the next few pages.

  Fifth Poet: First Poem


Haverford Middle School
With help from Brandon and Mark E-H.

HMS is so great, 
It’s the school I appreciate.

Our teachers make us learn, 
Like how to make butter churn.

It’s better then being alone, 
And playing Game Zone.

If you want to be cool, school is a spot. 
If you believed what I just said, I have 1 word, NOT!

School is boring all day, 
I rather go outside and play.

School is definitely no fun, 
I rather be outside in the hot sun.

I wasted my time in school, 
When I could have been in my pool.

I don’t like school, nobody cares, 
Our teachers attack us, like they are bears.

They tell us to study with a buddy, 
But, I rather be playing with Silly Putty.

HMS is not that great, 
It’s not the school that I appreciate.


* The authors and his collaborators views were not necessarily expressed within this poem.*



Tone: 

This poem starts out liking school, then it goes on to complain about it.  The poem is overall happy and upbeat. 

Rhyme Scheme: 

This poem rhymes in couplets, where the ends of all the lines in each stanza rhyme.

Poet’s Tools: 

The poet uses repetition when he almost repeats the first stanza at the end.  This helps the poet by showing how his view changed.

There are several similes in this poem.  One simile occurs where the author wrote, I don’t like school, nobody cares, Our teachers attack us, like they are bears.”

The poet is comparing the way teachers attack or want kids to do things, to the way bears attack their pray.  This helps the poet describe in a cute way how the teachers attack the kids.

  Fifth Poet: Second Poem


The Dominican Republic

The Dominican Republic. 
Hot, 
humid days. 
Beautiful scenery, 
Big mountains. 
Sandy beaches, 
Clear water. 
A dream. 
Thatched roofs, 
Blue pools. 
Little rooms, 
In little buildings. 
An always stocked buffet, 
Full of good treats.

Outside the hotel, 
Dirt roads, 
Little blue shacks. 
Trash heaps, 
Cans strewed around. 
Nothing like where I left. 
The people on donkeys. 
The little children waving, 
Saying hello, 
Too bad its now time to go!



Tone: 

This poem has a major contrast theme.  This poem has 2 parts.  The first tells about the way the country looks in the hotel, and the second tells about how its like out of the walls of the hotel.  This, like the others, is generally upbeat.

Rhyme Scheme: 

There is no rhyme scheme for this poem, it is free verse.

Poet’s Tools: 

This poem has a lot of imagery because the poem was written to provide you with an image of the Dominican Republic.  You can not measure the effect this has on the poem. As without it, the poem would be totally different.

There is a metaphor in this poem.  The metaphor is, “Sandy beaches, Clear water. A dream.”  The author is trying to say that the beaches and water are like a dream.  This effect the poem, as the poet can better put a picture in your mind.


 Fifth Poet: Third Poem


A  River
One day I stumbled, 
Upon a brook. 
Down I tumbled, 
I rolled down the hill.

The fish jumped above, 
Heading down stream. 
Then a bird flew past, a dove, 
He was going down river. 
I wonder were he went.

Then came a bear, 
A brown growling creature. 
Like the one over there! 
Run far away!

I followed the river, 
Down stream I went, 
Then I found a Indian Giver. 
He gave me a present, 
And took it right back.

Then I came to a dam, 
A big concrete rock. 
If I were a clam, 
Now I would hate that dam.

Next up was a pipe, 
A brown, rusted thing. 
It was of metal type, 
It seemed blocked up, 
By a few leaves

After that I saw a turtle, 
A green-spotted one. 
He said his name was Yertle, 
Yertle the Turtle.

The river got wider, 
It expanded to the side. 
Then I saw a spider, 
His web couldn’t reach across. 
The river was to wide!

Then I saw a rabbit, 
He was running along side. 
He probably had a bad habit, 
Of running across a road.

Then, the river turned to a lake, 
My journey was over. 
Then I saw one last snake. 
And to think this all started, 
When I stumbled upon a brook.


Tone: 

This poem is a funny one about the author’s trip down a river, meeting lots of strange, different animals.

Rhyme Scheme: 

The rhyme scheme is that the first line rhymes with the third line in each stanza.

Poet’s Tools: 

The author uses personification in this poem.  He says in the 9th stanza, “He probably had a bad habit, of running across a road,” which was in reference to a rabbit.  A rabbit probably doesn’t have any habits, let alone bad ones.  This tool helps the poet to fit his rhymes scheme.

The author uses a sort of imagery in this poem, to describe the different animals and what they do.  Plasmeier uses a sort of pattern to describe the animals.  He uses the first line to list the animals, and the subsequent lines to describe it.  The author does this here, “After that I saw a turtle, A green-spotted one. He said his name was Yertle, Yertle the Turtle.”  The first and second, as well as the third and the fourth sometimes go together.  These patters are not used all the time, but they have a nice effect on the poet’s style. 

  Fifth Poet: Fourth Poem


“A”

A, the letter above all. 
A is awesome. 
A is awe-inspiring. 
A is astounding. 
Always pick A, it’s been to a lot of places, 
Like Australia, Africa, and Amsterdam. 
Also, don’t forget America! 
Ambitious A always uses an abacus. 
A is absent from accidents. 
However, A like to abbreviate: 
A  - is for awesome on your report card. 
AA – Alcoholics Anonymous. 
AAA – American Automobile Association.

A is first, above all, 
A is always authentic. 
A once was accused of a crime, 
Of was stealing Albert’s apples. 
Although, A was acquitted, 
He still sounds like acid rain. 
Ahhhh A-Choo! – A sneezed. 
A is a strong achiever as in Athens. 
A is applicable to every situation. 
A writes newspaper articles. 
A is your amigo. 
So, adopt A today, 
And appreciate it tomorrow !



Tone: 

This poem, like the other ones is upbeat.  The poem is like an advertisement for picking the letter A for some unspecified reason.

Rhyme Scheme: 

The poem doesn’t have any rhyme scheme, as it is  free-verse.  However, the lines sometimes sound alike because most of the words start with the letter A. 

Poet’s Tools: 

This poem is basically all alliteration.  Alliteration is when you repeat the same sounds or letters in different words.  The example in this poem is, “Australia, Africa, America.”  This tool, you can not measure the effect of, as alliteration is a main theme if the poem.

An onomatopoeia is when you spell out words, like the way it sounds.  The example Plasmeier used is, “Ahhhh A-Choo! – A sneezed.”  This tool helps describe what A did.

 Fifth Poet: Fifth Poem


IOA
We drove down the highway, 
Took exit 3A. 
Turned right in the driveway, 
And paid away.

We parked our car, 
Our blue, old car. 
And boarded the moving walk, 
To CityWalk.

We went past stores, 
Selling MIB alien lures. 
We crossed the bridge, 
Looked over the ridge.

We passed the lighthouse. 
Didn’t see one mouse. 
We entered the gates, 
My God, look at those ticket rates!

At last we were in. 
I had a big grin. 
I turned right to Seuss Landing, 
To my mom, the map, I was hand-ing.

I ran to a ride, 
But, I couldn’t decide. 
I went to One Fish, Two Fish, 
Hope not to get wet I wished.

Now that I’m off, 
I passed the tree of the three-toed sloth. 
Next, the Cat in the Hat. 
He smashed the vase with a baseball bat.

The Cara-Seuss-Sel, 
Where I rang the bell. 
I wanted to get out of kid land, 
With that Mulbery Street Band…

Too bad, I don’t have time, 
to finish this rhyme. 
I have to finish my poetry book, 
And to take a walk next to a brook.

I am a world famous poet! 
What did you expect, Mark Mowat? 
I don’t have the time to finish, 
I have to eat my spinach, needs to diminish.


* This poem has not been fully completed, although a special exclusive rush copy can be found above.*



Tone: 

This poem is like the Dominican Republic one.  The both tell about the author’s 2  spring break vacations.  This trip was last year, while the DR was this year.  This poem is upbeat, as Plasmeier must have had lots of fun!

Rhyme Scheme: 

The poem’s rhyme scheme is as follows.  The first line rhymes with the second, and the third line rhymes with the fourth.  This pattern then repeats in each stanza of the poem.  This is a couplet rhyme scheme.

Poet’s Tools: 

This poem is basically all allusion.  Allusion is when the poem references a place or story in real life.  In this case, Michael Plasmeier is talking about Islands of Adventure in Orlando, FL.  Michael also references Dr. Seuss’ books.  For example, the Mulberry Street band is from the book, And To Think That I Saw It On Mulberry Street.  This helps the poem reader make small references to real life.
The author uses figurative language in this poem when he writes, “To my mom, the map, I was hand-ing.”  The author does this, and it effects his poem in that he is able to fit his rhyme scheme.

  Fifth Poet: Sixth Poem


I Bet you Believe - Guy Poem

I bet you believe, 
That being a guy:

Is the top of the world: 
A football player, 
Star athlete, 
King.

Showing off, 
Mighty, 
Powerful, 
Tough.

Beating up people, 
Throwing around our weight.

Well, do you believe that’s true? 
Maybe, you haven’t looked around. 

Men can be sensitive, 
caring, 
and kind.

We give away flowers, 
Grow gardens, 
and all.

Taking care of kids, 
And kin.

So next time look around, 
And before you start believing. 
You might find someone who cares, 
And they are  probably just a guy.

 Fifth Poet: Seventh Poem


A Book

 My Poet’s Tools


Free Verse: Dominican Republic, “A” Poem, Guy Poem

Rhymes: Haverford Middle School

Alliteration: “A” Poem

Allusion: Island of Adventure, “A” Poem

Couplet: Haverford Middle School, Island of Adventure

Figurative Language: Island of Adventure

Imagery: Dominican Republic, Island of Adventure

Metaphor: Dominican Republic

Onomatopoeia: “A” Poem

Personification: A River

Repetition: Haverford Middle School

Simile: Haverford Middle School
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