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To Kill a Mockingbird





Portfolio





Jean-Louise (Scout) Finch lives with her brother Jem in Maycomb County, Alabama.  They live with their father, Atticus, a prominent lawyer, and with their African American maid and nanny, Calpurnia.  During the hot, Alabama summer a new kid comes and visits them.  His name is Charles Baker Harris, but everyone calls him Dill.  Jem, Scout, and Dill have lots of fun playing games and tricks on other people in Maycomb.  The book, To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee explains their journey growing up and the fun they have along the way.  The book also explains a trial which engulfs the town right into a racial rape controversy. 





	Down the street from the Finches, live the mysterious neighbors, the Radleys.  The rumor in the town is that Arthur Radley, who the children call Boo, was shut up in his house by his father, after stabbing him with scissors.  Boo was never seen again since.  Mr. Nathan Radley goes to town once a day, exactly on schedule.  No one else is ever seen coming in or out of the Radley house. Dill and Jem keep hatching up plans to try and see Boo.  One time they were almost shot in the process of sneaking around the back porch.  





	The other kids of the town are also getting into lots of trouble too.  One day they place all of the furniture of two deaf ladies into their basement.  The children also lock poor Eunice Ann Simpson into the church boiler room.  The book was set during the Great Depression, so most families are poor, especially the farmers.  Some families never accept charity like the Cunninghams, but others spend their families welfare checks on alcohol, like Mr. Ewell.   One day, Calpurnia takes Jem and Scout to her African American church.  In the church, the children notice a huge difference between the races, which was considered normal at the time.  The white men even use the black church for gambling during the week.  The black church does not even have hymnbooks for their congregation.  





The divide is even more noticeable when a big trial literally shuts down the town for a few days.  The trial is between a black man and white woman.  A respectful black man is accuses of raping a white girl who came from a very disrespectful family, the Ewells.  Her father is always drunk, and always beating up the family.  Atticus is defending the black man.  There is lots of controversy through the town is against having Atticus defend the African American, Tom Robinson.  Even family members think that Atticus is a disgrace to the family for crossing racial lines.  Atticus does not let this bother him.  He knows that he is facing an upward battle against the big, solid, brick wall of racism.  A jury has never gone for the African American over the White man or woman.  However, Atticus forces on, and in the end, makes the town more accepting of African Americans.





This book is an American Literature classic.  The book has two parts to it.  First is Scout’s description of Maycomb County with the mysterious neighbor, Boo.  The second part is the trial of Tom Robinson.  You need to read the book to find out what happens at the trial, and what happens to Boo at the end of the book.
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Summary - MP





Dear Diary,





	Today was a crazy day and I am very tired because the day seemed so long.  


There was a case with Atticus defending a black man named Tom Robinson.  It was said that Tom Robinson raped Mayella Ewell.  I really didn’t understand the word rape, and what the case was about.  So I asked Atticus and he told me that it was some technical thing and he used big words, to avoid telling me.  Well back to the case, I ended up going with Jem and Dill to the courthouse.  When we got there it was packed with both white folks and black folks.  The white folks took all the seats, so the black folks and us sat in the middle aisle.  I sat with Reverend Sykes, and the case began.


	Mr. Ewell was the first to go up to be questioned about the case.  Atticus kept asking him if he called a doctor during the whole incident.  Mr. Ewell replied that he didn’t, but Atticus kept asking and asking.  Finally Judge Taylor told Atticus that Mr.  Ewell didn’t, and to stop asking him.  The next thing that happened shocked me, Mr. Ewell started cursing in the courthouse.  Judge Taylor told him to stop talking like that.  Next up to the stand was Mayella, and I didn’t really like her.  Atticus was being nice to her, and all of a sudden Mayella started crying because she said Atticus was making fun of her.  I think she only did this to stall the case and think up of some more lies she was going to say.  Finally Atticus told Tom to stand up (to make sure Tom was the one who “raped” Mayella).  I saw that Tom’s left arm was weak and unusable.  I felt bad for him, and then it came to me that it couldn’t be Tom who raped Mayella! He couldn’t hit her with his left arm.


	Tom came up to tell his side of the story, and he said that he was kissed and hugged by Mayella.  Then Tom said he felt sorry for her and the whole audience gasped.  Mr. Gilmer made a huge deal about it and Dill left crying.  


I followed him out, to find Mr. Dolphus Raymond and he was drinking out of a brown bag.  I found out that all it was was Coca-Cola.  He said that it shows that he has an excuse for the way he acted before.  (He cheated on his wife for a black women.)  We went back inside and after a while, Calpurnia walked in and told Atticus that Jem and Scout have been missing the whole day.  Then that stupid Mr. Underwood told Atticus where we were hiding.


Calpurnia took us home, but Atticus let us come back after supper.  The jury said that Tom Robinson was guilty.  At that moment I saw Jem crying because of the verdict.  I was heart-broken and confused about this whole racial issue.  Couldn’t they see that Tom was not guilty?  The African-Americans treated Atticus with great respect and gave us a lot of food.  After the case, Miss Stephanie kept asking us questions.  Finally, Miss Maudie helped and supported Atticus and stopped that conversation.  Mr.  Bob Ewell threatened Atticus a few days latter and I was terrified.  I didn’t know what would happen to Atticus.  All Atticus had to say to me was the he wished Mr.  Bob Ewell didn’t chew tobacco.  To make things on the bright side I tried to invite Walter Cunningham over but Aunt Alexandra said no.  I am very angry at her and I don’t feel like talking to her.  The past few days were very confusing and I learned a lot.


	-Scout





















































Trial Diary - CC


















































The following quotes, I made on the spot because Pat did not send me his.  They may be on the next page.





“I got somethin’ to say an’ then I ain’t gonna say no more.  That n***** yonder took advantage of me an’ if you fine fancy gentlemen don’t wannta do nothin’ about it then you’re all  yellow stinkin’ cowards, the lot of you.  Your fancy airs don’t come to nothin’ – your ma’amin and Miss Mayellern don’t come to nothin’.”  -Mayella Ewell pg. 188





This outburst by Mayella during her testimony shows the fool she was making of herself.  She said then when she was asked if her daddy ever hit her.  I think she was trying to avoid the question and stick to the story her Dad gave her.  It helps convince the reader that Tom Robinson is not guilty.  This makes it even harder for the reader to believe that Tom was convicted even thought the evidence and Mayella’s testimony clearly shows that Tom is not guilty..  –MP 





“N*****-lover.” –Francis Finch to Scout about Atticus pg. 83





This is a very mean thing that Francis says to Scout about Atticus.  It shows the hatred and distaste from the family and town about having Atticus defend Tom.  It also shows how Scout was ready to punch anyone who said something that sounded negative about her or her family, even if she doesn’t know what it means. You can also see the type of up-brining Francis had, in order to have such feelings about Atticus.  Someone must have been telling him bad things about Atticus. -MP
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By Harper Lee
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“They’ve done it before… tonight … and they’ll do it again … and when they do it – seems only the children weep.”  -Atticus Finch pg. 213





This quote is significant to the book because it shows the innocence of children.  Mostly everyone in the white population of Maycomb doesn’t show any signs of grief after Tom Robinson is convicted.  The children stuck in their childhood innocence are the only ones who show signs of grief after experiencing deep-rooted racism.  The children are shocked coming out of their ‘perfect world.’  The adults grew up with this and they realize the world is not a perfect place, and lots of things are unfair.  Jem cries when Tom is convicted.  He becomes more mature in growing up during the book.  –CM and MP 





Spotlight on: “To begin with, this case should have never have come to trial.  This case is as simple as black and white.” –Atticus Finch pg. 203


But mentions Atticus’ entire closing speech on pg. 203 and 204





This quote is important to the book, because Atticus is telling the jury why they should acquit Tom Robinson.  The black and white part has 2 meanings to it.  Atticus thinks that this case is very simple and he is telling that to the jury.  When things are very simple, people often say it’s black and white, because that is very simple.  He means that there is no way that Tom raped Tom Robinson.  He repeats this over and over again, even adding that Mayella committed an inter-racial offence.  She broke a moral code and she doesn’t want to own up to it.  Atticus also tries to break down the racial wall and prejudice that all Negroes lie and steal.  The case is also between a white-man and a black-woman.  Black and White. -MP





“If you had been on that jury, son, and 11 other boys like you, Tom would be a free man.  So far nothing in your life has interfered with your reasoning process. Those are twelve reasonable men in everyday life, Tom’s jury, but you saw something come between them and reason.  You saw the same thing that night in front of the jail. When that crew went away, they didn’t go as reasonable men, they went because we were there.  There’s something in our world that makes men lose there heads --- they couldn’t be fair if they tried.  In our courts, when it’s a white man’s word against a black man’s, the white man always wins. They’re ugly, but those are the facts of life.” –Atticus Finch pg. 220





	I picked this quote because the book is about the racist ways of the Great Depression.   It is bad that Tom got the short end of the stick in his trial just because of his race.  When Atticus was talking to Jem here he just sums everything up and tells him of what he already knows.  He helps break his childhood innocence, of pretending the world is entirely fair.  This quote in general I think is not just a sum up of Tom’s trial but the whole racial-discrimination mind set of time period in which it all took place. –PM and MP
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Tom Robinson College - PM


























Jem Collage - CC


























Important Quotes pg. 1
































“To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee is a great book. Harper Lee does a superb job of showing the racial discrimination of the 1930’s.  Harper Lee also by way of vivid descriptions places you in Alabama during the Great Depression.  The descriptions and opinions of young narrator Scout Finch will have you taking the side of Tom Robinson, but the trial will have you guessing till the very end”





- Pat Maloney














Name Abbreviations and Other Details


MP - Michael Plasmeier


CC - Chris Cho


PM - Pat Maloney


CM - Chelsea Maguire





Book edited, created, and formatted by Michael Plasmeier





Songs were not edited to best preserve the original author’s work in order of assessment.





















































Back Cover Quote - PM
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Text by Group, Poster by CM





Code of Childhood 


























Jim by Billie Holiday 





Jim doesn't ever bring me pretty flowers�Jim never tries to cheer my lonely hours�Don't know why I'm so crazy for Jim�Jim never tells me I'm his heart's desire�I never seem to set his love afire�Gone are the years I've wasted on him�Sometimes when I get feelin' low�I say let's call it quits�Then I hang on and let him go Breakin' my heart in bits�Someday I know that Jim will up and leave me�But even if he does you can believe me�I’ll go on carrying the torch for Jim�I'll go on lovin' my Jim





I chose this song because I think it’s about when you want to give up, but you don’t.  This is also a song which Mayella might sing because of her problem of loving someone who doesn’t love her back.





	The song starts out with the narrator complaining why is she still sticking with Jim, someone she loves?  She starts to regret that she spent too much time and energy on Jim.  She thinks about giving up, but in the end, her heart takes over, and she decides to still go on loving Jim.





This situation is similar to what Atticus thinks about going up against racism.  Even thought he is a strong believer against hating anybody, he still has some doubts.  You can tell because in the movie, he waits a few seconds before answering the judge’s request to defend Tom.  In the end, he decides that defending Tom is the right thing to do.   Also, on page 75 as Atticus is talking to Scout, he tells Scout that he is defending Tom because it is the right thing to do.  He even gives her reasons of why he took the case on page 75.  He is also scared for his children receiving trouble because Scout beats up a kid at school for calling Atticus an n*****-lover.  Atticus even invites Aunt Alexander over to try and provide a motherly figure for the children.  He keeps thinking to himself, is this the right thing to do, to defend Tom?  At the end, he believes that it is the right thing to do.





	When I first read the song, I thought it would be something Mayella could sing, or be the narrator for.  She loves Tom, (her Jim) but Tom doesn’t love her back.  He doesn’t even know that she loves him, so he never does anything the song lists like bringing flowers, or telling her his heart’s desires.  





The poem might have a deceptive appearance.  You don’t know if Jim is not what the narrator thinks that he is like.  Maybe he never loved the girl, or he is going out with another girl.  You can never know.  Mr. Dolphus Raymond, in the book was not like what he looked like.  He wasn’t drunk, he just mislead the town.





This song is also a little about leaving things behind, especially things which are familiar or important to you.  The narrator, in the poem wants to give up loving Jim, but she decides not to.  In the book, racial prejudice is something everyone grew up with, but the town struggles a little to leave it behind, but they never succeed, just like the narrator in the poem.





So, this poem has lots of relation to the book.  It’s a poem Mayella might sing.  She loved someone who didn’t love her back.   Atticus struggles a bit with giving up against racism, but lets his heart prevail and doesn’t give up.  It might be about deceptive appearances and leaving behind familiar things to you.  








Song – Jim by Billie Holiday - MP


























Miracle Drug by  U2 


�I want to trip inside your head �Spend the day there… �To hear the things you haven’t said �And see what you might see


�I want to hear you when you call �Do you feel anything at all? �I want to see your thoughts take shape �And walk right out


�Freedom has a scent �Like the top Of a new born baby’s head


�The songs are in your eyes �I see them when you smile �I’ve had enough I’m not giving up �On a miracle drug


�Of science and the human heart �There is no limit �There is no failure here sweetheart �Just when you quit...


�I am you and you are mine �Love makes nonsense of space �And time… will disappear �Love and logic keep us clear �Reason is on our side, love...


�The songs are in your eyes �I see them when you smile �I’ve had enough of romantic love �I’d give it up, yeah, I’d give it up �For a miracle, a miracle drug, a miracle drug


�God I need your help tonight


�Beneath the noise �Below the din �I hear a voice �It’s whispering �In science and in medicine�”I was a stranger �You took me in” �


The songs are in your eyes �I see them when you smile �I’ve had enough or romantic love �I’d give it up, yeah, I’d give it up �For a miracle, miracle drug





Miracle, miracle drug


�The first paragraph of this song is very similar to when Atticus made the comment to Scout and Jem about you must take a walk around in their skin before you know how they feel.  “I want to hear when you call” This represents the fact that Scout really wants to understand the concept of racism but she can’t exactly get a grasp of it.  “Do you feel anything at all?” This line signifies the portion of the book when Cal takes Scout and Jem to her church.  She wants them to understand how it feels like to be a black person, go to church that isn’t as nice as white peoples’. Cal was exposing the children so they wouldn’t turn hard and cold with the disease of racism in their blood.  The next line “Freedom has a scent” compares with the fact that Tom Robinson can smell his freedom when Atticus is defending him in court, yet he still can not shatter his chains of imprisonment.  The next whole paragraph symbolizes the fact that Atticus is proud that he is defending Tom, and he can see the fear in his eyes, he needs his help desperately. Atticus won’t give up on Tom.  The last line of the next portion says “Reason is on our side, love ...” This is showing that Atticus knows that Tom didn’t commit this crime so he realizes that righteousness is on their side, Tom did the right thing and Atticus knows that.  The next section is showing that Atticus has had enough of racism, he will give up white people’s support to do the right thing and defend Tom.  “God I need your help tonight” This is obviously similar to when Tom was in the jail cell and Atticus was guarding him from the drunken mob. These next few sentences state “Beneath the noise, Below the din, I hear a voice, Its whispering...”  Through all the white people’s opinions and criticism Atticus can hear Tom and knows that he is innocent.  “I was a stranger you took me in” This is Tom talking to Atticus saying that he defended him when no one else would.  This whole song is extremely similar to the book To Kill a Mockingbird and its theme. 














Song – Jim by Billie Holiday – pg2





























Good Times, Bad Times By Led Zeppelin








Good times, bad times


You know I've had my share


When my woman left home


For a brown eyed man


But I still don't seem to care


Sixteen I fell in love


With a girl as sweet as could be


It only took a couple of days


'Til she was rid of me


She swore that she would be all mine


An' love me till the end


But when I whispered in her ear


I lost another friend, ohhh


Good times, bad times


You know I've had my share


When my woman left home


For a brown eyed man


But I still don't seem to care


(Guitar Solo)


Good times, bad times


You know I've had my share


When my woman left home


For a brown eyed man


But I still don't seem to care


I know what it means to be alone


I sure do wish I was at home


I don't care what the neighbors say


I'm gonna love you each and every day


You can feel the beat within my heart


Realize, sweet babe, we ain't ever gonna part





	I thought one of To Kill A Mockingbird’s theme was growing up. Also I thought the book dealt with the times when all the characters had their own share of good times and bad times. So I think Harper Lee tried to display that life has it’s positives and negatives. The first line says that “I was told what it was to be a man”. Atticus shows and tells Jem how to act like an adult. Soon he will to turn into an adult, so Jem has new and tougher responsibilities. Jem is growing up and he is close to reaching that age, so he is being treated differently by the whole town. This phrase mainly applied to Jem. The next line says “best I can”. This applied to Atticus because he is really trying to do his best for defending Tom Robinson. Even though Tom is a black man, Atticus tries to set him free. After that phrase it says “in the same old jam”. I thought the word “jam” represents racism in the book. So overall I thought that Atticus tried his best, but ended up losing because of the racism (jam).


	In the chorus it states “good times, bad times.....I had my share”. I thought that really applied to one of the book’s themes. Jem and Scout had many good times in the story. They play games with each other, and Scout sees Mr. Boo Radley. They also had many bad times in the book, Jem broke his arm, they witnessed the jury’s decisions about the case, and Scout is embarrassed at school. In the 2nd verse on the very bottom it says, “I lost another friend.” I thought this phrase related to the theme of good times, bad times of Atticus. He is faced with many challenges. Since he is standing up for a black man, many townspeople didn’t like him. Some of his close friends even turned their backs to him, and tried to killing him with a mob. But Atticus kept strong and stayed focused on the case. On the last verse, (I don’t care what the neighbors say) was related to Atticus’ reaction. Atticus didn’t really care about the people that were against him, but cared about the truth. The song I chose by Led Zeppelin had many things to do with the theme of growing up, and that life is mixed with good times, and bad times.











Good Times, Bad Times - CC


























Miracle Drug - CM


























Good Times, Bad Times – pg. 2


























Paradise City by GUNS' N' ROSES


�[Chorus: x2]��Take me down�To the paradise city�Where the grass is green�And the girls are pretty�Take me home��Just a' urchin�livin' under the street�I'm a hard case�that's tough to beat�I'm your charity case�So buy me somethin' to eat�I'll pay you at another time�Take it to the end of the line��Ragz to richez or so they say�Ya gotta-keep pushin'�for the fortune and fame�It's all a gamble�When it's just a game�Ya treat it like a capital crime�Everybody's doin' their time��[Chorus:]��Strapped in the chair�of the city's gas chamber�Why I'm here I can't quite remember�The surgeon general says�it's hazardous to breathe�I'd have another cigarette�but I can't see�Tell me who you're gonna believe��[Chorus]��So far away�So far away�So far away�So far away��Captain America's been torn apart�Now he's a court jester�with a broken heart�He said-�Turn me around and�take me back to the start�I must be losin' my mind-�"Are you blind?"�I've seen it all a million times��[Chorus]





I picked the song, “Paradise City” by “Guns N’ Roses,” because in the novel, “To Kill a Mockingbird” two of the major characters Jem and Scout Finch were always gliding through life with no problems like it was paradise. Then all of a sudden their Dad, Atticus, was assigned to defend Tom Robinson, a black man accused of Rape.  This case brought around a lot of trouble for them, that was always around before they just did not realize it.  They started to here obscenities and other horrible words directed at their dad and them.  They never even realized that blacks were any different than them before.  Then the trial was in it heated moments and they experienced many difficulties, even a man attacking them to get back at Atticus for helping a black man.  Then the jury had made there minds and called Tom guilty even though he was obviously innocent.  At this point Jem was distraught over the injustice and wishes he had never experienced it at all and he would go back to the old paradise city. 








Paradise City - PM





























See next page, because Pat did not meet publishing deadlines because of illness





Here is MP’s quick completion of project:





Atticus is a mockingbird.  He doesn’t do anything bad, he just does good in helping Tom as his attorney and helping the town overcome racism.  Tom didn’t do anything bad, he was placed in very bad position by a girl from a dis-respectful family.  However, he tried to escape from jail, so he wasn’t completely innocent.  The mockingbird symbol functions thought the book as someone you shouldn’t kill.  They do only good, make music, but they don’t do any bad.  They give but don’t receive.  


The Camellias function as symbols because they symbolize Miss Dubose love for flowers and her everlasting spirit.  Even thought they are killed, and then she dies, she sends them to Jem as a symbol of her spirit.


The gun that Jem gets for his birthday is a symbol of him growing up and turning into a man.  Guns were important back then, they were a symbol of power and adulthood.  Jem was growing up all along this book.


-MP








Paradise City – pg. 2


























Miracle Drug – pg. 2
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The movie To Kill a Mockingbird is extremely different than the book.   Although they have a lot of things in common, there is still a vast majority that is different.   





In the book, Dill has an Aunt Rachel, yet in the movie there is no Aunt Rachel, for she is replaced with Aunt Stephanie.  The film was introducing character exceptionally fast, for Mrs.  Dubose, Judge Taylor, Tom Robinson, and the actual case were all in the first few minutes.  These bits were only found in the second portion of the book.  Also, Judge Taylor went up to Atticus asking him to take the case, in the book this never occurred.  The reader didn’t even know that Atticus was assigned to the trial, you only find that out when the trial is about to begin.  One thing that jumped out at me was the fact that Jem seemed to always tell the truth in the movie.  In the book it was the other way around, he never told the truth until the end when he was maturing at a greater speed.  





When Scout, Jem and Dill sneaked over to the Radley house and then escape quickly in the movie, Jem’s pants get stuck in the fence.  He leaves them their and runs back to the house a few seconds latter.  In the book, the shot had already happened the first time they were there, yet in the movie it occurred when Jem tip-toed back to find his pants folded over the fence — not sewn like in the book.  Jem also waits till after he goes to bed and Atticus is asleep, before he goes back for his pants.  





Also, when Scout first goes to school, they skip over the entire scene that happens inside of the school house.  They never showed the teacher or that she was new to Maycomb County.  The movie just jumps right to the part when Scout starts to beat up Walter Cunningham.  Some of the last things that I found that were different were as follows — Atticus never took off his jacket and tie during the trial when he was addressing the jurry during his closing statement.  There also was no Aunt Alexandra or her son, Francis for Scout to beat up.   They didn’t even go to Finch Landing.  They didn’t perform the pageant scene in the movie, and Miss Maudie’s house didn’t catch on fire.  Finally, Scout and Jem never visited inside Mrs. Dubious to help her over her drug addiction.  





Although it seems that there are so many things which are different between the movie and the book, there also are some things which are the same.  They both included the jail scene where Scout comes in and “rescues” Atticus.  The trial was mostly the same, and the compromise between Atticus and Scout about going to school.  The mad dog scene, was in both and so were a lot of the characters.  The adventure home from the pageant where Mr. Ewell attacked was the kept in, and from then on till the end everything was basically the same with Boo.  





Of course you cannot include everything that is shown in the book, into the movie.  There isn’t enough time and some parts wouldn’t look good on the silver screen.  However, I feel that the movie was a good representation of the story created by Harper Lee. 
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