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Networks seek to aVOid 00 election repeat

TELEVISHM from AL
northwostern, Florida, the net-
wotks said Al Gare fiad taken
the' state.. Ther;, in the wee
hours,they gavoit to George .
Bush, and, finally, just before
davm, chey flgured out that no-
body hiad won.the state, or the
dlection’

‘Congress convened sn investi-
eition inte the ceparting disas.
ter

Nocworls officials blamod the
problems an_faulty. exit-poll
data, outdated computer fmod-
els, and underestimated shsen
o0 vates, all provided by fho
now-defunct Voter News,

“It et a mark on evérybody,”
said Linda Mason, vice presi-
dent of public affairs at CBS
News. “The presidents of the
networks had to tesiify on Capi-
tol Hill. Thats not something
wo like to do”
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Changel, and all of the NBC TV

don't have’a gense,” ~ NBC ha biilt an oltdosr an-

“If an election is to5 alose o -chor bootl for Russert and an-
call, even if we're at the énd of chor , Tom Brokaw, MSNBC,
the night and have 100 percent CNBC and Telernunidb sill have
of precincts in, we woi't call t,” - sepdrate baoths.
said NBC News vice président. (NN will telecast” from: the
Bill Wheatley, Nasdag stock-market site in

Reprosontatives of all of the Times Squarr; which.has abiout
networks said on-air perSonnel 100 big soréeris for projectig
would pay special attenfion to-. data,

How they characterize their pro- * Moré'than any network, CHS
Jections.  must be cadtious.

“If there's a very close state; | *We'rs undec an tncrediblé
and it looks like there will be'a sputfight because ‘of the Bush
recount”. Wheitley -said, e memos,” Mason eaid, reforring
Would say, ‘appears to have' to 60 Miltidtes’ yfe'of guisation:
won® ~able. docustierits that criticized

All of the metworks siy ibyl) . Bush's ‘Air National Ghisief ser-
have bettér, more carefully de- - vioé, “If thors'siny" doubt, we.

signed graphics, will nat 022,

Augmenting Tim Ritssert’s . . The networks have elsc tnade
handheld, play-by-play erease organizational changes to try to
‘board, NBC News bas built sy, £astiFe accuracy.

clal-icience PHDs —to vet e¥:
ery election call.

It won't be alt mybers o
electiors night. All of the net-
works “promise in thefield ra-
poiting. CNN will station “go
teame® strategically to get to
sececy.aatate oo n plac.

- #8.ihere, there s controversy.

Marty Ryan, Fox Nows Chan-
. mel executive produces of politi
cal programing, says his net.
workpould fook closly at legal
challenges, stch as _indepens
dent Ralph Nader’ effort to g
on the Peansylvania ballot.

NBC will have s hottine that
citizeris can_call o, comlein
aboutperceivod, iies
at the polls. Stidents from
Penn's Fels Instiite bf Govern-

ment will ‘join ‘smore-expefy





The founding fathers wanted to make sure that peace is kept inside our bounders.  They knew our country could not be strong if we fought inside our own country and our citizens could not life peacefully.








The networks want to avoid a repeat of the 2000 election where the country was thrown into a turmoil of recount after recount of the butterfly ballots in Florida.  The endless recounting was anything but peaceful, as the whole country was on edge.  The networks didn’t want to start that cycle by declaring a winner too early, and then changing their minds. 











