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or Allison Oles, the

severe shortage of

influenza vaccine s more.

than a story on the

‘nightly news. As the
‘mother of tee children, she
Emows that her house will be
incapacitated for a week if — or is
it when? — the flu arives.

Worse, 25 a primary-care
physician, she has several thousand
Highvrisk patients who are now
without an inoculation that could
save their lives.

¥ive years ago, there wasut ©
‘much interest in the vaccine; now
it is more precious than a wimning
Iottery ticket, and its distribution
seems just a5 random. Oler has
heard of vaccinations offered at
sopermarkets, pharmacies and
piisons, but her clinic at the
University of Pennsylvariia Medical
Schoal has none.

Having rone makes it easier to
e down low-risk frionds and
neighbors looking for an underthe-
table shot. It also makes her
firious.

“This stiould be something we:
should bank on for our government
o provide for us, and they
campletely droppod the ball” she
says,

From her frant ling, the public is
dropping out of public health. So
fax, G fu vacine paic has
produced little more than long
lines and frustrated physicians. But
it should jolt us from the
complacent thinking hat all the
market needs is a Kittle push (and
fewer Lawsiits) 10 care for the
common good.

Vaccines are not Viagra. The goal
isw't on the individual level — it
the protection of public health. Yet
sehle there's o 1ack of supply of
drugs treating eroctle dysfunction,
e United States relied on only
o suppliers for this year's flu
vaccine. And when ane of them,
the American-owned Chiron Corp,
was shut down by the British
i i 2

is good for only one year. Last
week;, Health and Human Services
Secretary Tommy Thompsan
‘betatedly endorsed the concept of a
fedetal commitment to purchase a
guarantead number of vaccine
doses each year. But its stll only a
concept.

‘The third lesson is the most
difficult £ acknowledge and
address, Our health-care system
isn't a system 50 much 55 &
‘hodgepodge of interests that work
together only when ey so desiro.
‘The competition pushes along
research and developmen in areas
that make s the envy of the
sworld, butit also creates 2
Dawinian drema when demand for
otsixips suppl, s those who most
nieed a vaceine are often the feast
likely to get it

So Philadelphis's Magor Street
and his equally healthy colleagues
i Congress obtain fu shots
because thoy (in the tayor's
words) “shake a lor of hands,” but
old and disabled people stand in
line for hours and can only shake
their heads at a sotiety that cares
litle i they becomo deathly 1.

Darwin caniot be in charge of
disuibution. Neither can Mother
Nature. This year's hysteria and
price-gouging are a dry run for a
fax worse scenario of bioterrorism.

‘There’s a lot of rhetoric about @
biotorvor atteck, but itdle
willingness fo get beyond our
market ideology and craft a
sensible role for government that
wwould ensure a steady supply of
vacting to those who need it the
‘most. Many experts are asking: If
e can'tget this right for the fln,
how will we respond e the
devastation of @ pandemic?, -

“We have the tocls, the talent,
the rasources,” says Octavio
Ramilo, an infectious disease -
specialist at the University of Texas
‘Southwestern Medicel Center. “We
have to be tess politicized, more

the dangerous avian flu that has
decimated millions of birds in Asia
and killed three-quarters of the
‘umans who conitracted it from the
sick birds. If that lethal strainy
betomes contagious, can we bank
on the government to protect us?

Contact columnist Jane Elsnor at
2158544530 or jesner@phiynaws,
‘cam. Raad her recent work at
hitpiigo.phily.comijanedisner.





The government of countries are suppose to support the well-being of it’s citizens.  The founding fathers knew this and included it on the Constitution.  Of course, this is just a principal, it is not actually guaranteeing it.  (See Note)








This article is about the lack of vaccines for the flu.  Earlier in the year our supply was cut short when one company’s vaccines were pulled from the shelves.  The lack of vaccines has forced long lines into hospitals just to find out that there are no vaccines left.  The article goes on into an opinion that our government did not do enough to stop this problem and to protect our welfare.  They also think that our government should protect us from this problem in the future. 











