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Pool Boy Interview

Interviewer (I): This is Channel 10 talking to the new owner of Mores Pool Cleaning Service, Brett Gerson.  His father has been jailed for insider trading, which is the same crime, the got Martha Stewart for.  Brett’s journey is wonderfully recorded in Michael Simmons’ new book, Pool Boy.  We are so glad he is here to join us.  So Brett, what was it like for you when you heard that you dad was going to jail?

Brett Gerson (B): I was just shocked at first.  Then my mom told me that my dad owed a lot of money, which is mostly for that rip-off lawyer.  She told me that we would need to sell our house, and my five thousand dollar stereo.  I was really mad at this point and I practically exploded.  My dad had ruined my life.  I can’t still believe what had happened.

I: So, after you sold your house, where did you live?

B: Well, after that we went off to stay at Aunt Mary’s.  Her house is totally dusty and moldy, unlike my old house.  Aunt Mary is so weird, because she only wears muumuus and slippers.  She also thinks that everything is “super.”

I: So, what happened with your father?

B: Oh, the guy who ruined my life is in jail 5 hours away from here.  My mom visits him every weekend.  She manages to draw me along on occasion.  I think it’s a waste of a weekend.

I: So, when you became poor I guess your family had to go out and work?

B: Yes, my mom god a job at an department store, and I had to work at stupid Fat Burger.

I: What was it like to work there?

B: It was terrible!  My boss was a dumb head who kept saying that I had  an attitude problem.  One day when I had to take a break, I burned some burgers and my boss got really mad.  He couldn’t really fire me because the place was understaffed.  I quit anyway and got a job with Alfie.

I: Who did you say?

B: Alfie Moore.

I: What was he like?

B: Alfie was a 70 year-old man who use to clean my pool back when we were rich.  He was a really bad driver, who my dad always made fun of.  But now because my no-good dad was in jail, I went to work for Alfie as a pool cleaner.

I: That’s interesting, what was your job like?

B: It was pretty good, but it was got being outside all of the time.  We had to suck away the leaves, carry away the bugs and dead animals.  We also had to clean the filters, check and adjust the chlorine and pH levels.  After a while the job got boring, but it was always fun to eat lunch with Alfie.  He always was eating something interesting.

I: Now, after all that work, did you ever do something fun?

B: Yes, I was friends with Frank who was still rich.  I went over his house a lot and reamed of what it would be like before my father screwed it all up.  There was also Nicole who I had a crush on.  I couldn’t see her much because my mom was pulling me around practically every weekend to go see the jail bird.

I: Why are you so mad about your dad?

B: I am mad  because he ruined my life, and we lost all our money because of him.

I: Did it ever occur to you that you probably wouldn’t even have that much money without him?

B: No, I have never thought of that.  Although, that would have been better.

I: Ok, we have time for 1 more question.  After you went poor, did you have the time to see Nicole?

B: Yes, I did.  Frank’s mom was even nice enough to come up with a party for me to attract Nicole.

I: Ok that’s all that we have time for today.  Now don’t forget to read Pool Boy by: Michael Simmons.  In the book you will find the events mentioned here today and you will find out more about Brett’s birthday and how the party went.  Also, find out what happens to Alfie and  Brett.  You can pick up this book at your local Borders or Amazon.com.  Thanks for watching this interview on Channel 10.

