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Prince and Pauper Essay

Whoever thought that the prince’s residence was a prison, was not far out!  Tom Canty is more of a prisoner, in his new home, when he is the king, then in his old life as a pauper.  When he is the king, and also when he is a prince, he is always being watched over.  He can never have a moment to himself.  He has to adjust to his new way of life as a prisoner while he learns the highly complicated ways of royalty.  Also, as a king, he has a mountain of royal responsibilities piled high up in front of him.


Tom Canty is peered over and revered over everywhere he goes.  He can’t go out into the streets of London without the entire city turning out to watch.  He can also downright forget playing with his old friends in the mud, now that he is king.  In addition, he can’t even see the people of his old, former life.  Even prisoners in jail, get visiting hours. His troubles are even existing back at what is suppose to be his house, in the palace.  Tom hates the fact that there are servants everywhere, who all seem to know when he is coming.  For example, “… there was a general buzz along the corridors of, “The prince! See, the prince comes!” (p.32) In additions to his troubles at home, the public eye is sharply focused on the King, and his actions.  At the state dinner, for example,  “Tom made a good dinner, notwithstanding he was conscious that hundreds of eyes followed each morsel of food to his mouth and watched him eat it with an interest which could have been more intense if it had been a deadly explosive and was expected to blow him up and scatter him all about the place.” (p.105)  Tom can’t even lift a pinky, without everybody noticing that fact.  Also at Coronation Day Parade, many of his subjects are looking up to the king.  
In reality, Tom was sad because he disowned his real mother.   This was such a problem that his Lord Protector whispered this to him, “My liege, it is an ill time for dreaming.  The people observe thy downcast head, thy clouded mien, and they take it for an omen. … Lift up thy face and smile upon the people.” (p.182)  Tom hardly had the heart to comply.  Being a prisoner never had been so hard… Tom couldn’t think about what really mattered to him.


Tom is a prisoner as he learns and must obey the old, hereditarily ways of royalty.  These ways are so uncomfortable to him, as before he was dirt-poor pauper living in the streets.  He can’t even do anything for himself, let alone scratch his own nose, as he says, “I crave your indulgence; my nose itcheth cruelly.  What is the custom and usage in this emergency?  Prithee speed, for tis a little time that I can bear it.” (p.46) Tom has to ask for everything that he wants.  This might not be all that bad, but Tom hates it.  “…[he] bethought him of the nuts he had brought away from dinner and the joy it would be to eat them with no crowd to eye him and no Grand Hereditaries to pester him with unwanted services…” (p.47)  Tom wants to go back to his old, uncomplicated life.  However, he can’t, because he is a prisoner, in his new, unwanted life.  

As a prince and, even more so, as a king, Tom has a bunch of unwanted responsibilities.  For example, he has life and death power over his subjects.  On the day of Tom’s first public dinner, Tom listened to the case of two accused witches.  He says, “… [pull off your stockings] and thy life is spared; thou shall go free, with they child, bearing the King’s pardon…” (p.101)  This shows that he just saved someone’s life using his kingly powers.  Tom also has to handle the treasury, among other royal duties.  The dukes and others who wish upon him, his approval, all seem to waste his time. He can’t do what he wants, which is to be free.  Prisoners, can’t either.  Tom’s patience wear out and he shouts, “In what have I offended, that the good God should take me away from the fields and the fresh air and the sunshine to shut me up [in] here and make me a king, and afflict me so?” (p.88)  In addition, the king may need to make a really important decision, like for example, on whether to take his country to war.  Tom does not want these responsibilities, but as a prisoner he must accept them.  

Some people say that Tom Canty was more of a captive when he was living in the streets, then as king.  When he was a pauper, he had to obey his father, or he would be beaten.  “… they gave him a brisk cuffing, at once, and sent him to bed.” (p.19)  However, he could always run away from his father, and make a living by himself, separate from his father’s wishes.  In addition, a person might say that Tom could not buy anything because he didn’t have any money.  Well, having money is not always everything in the world that matters.  However, at least he doesn’t need to worry about having the whole kingdom knowing what he bought, as a pauper.  That kind of observation over you enslaves you, for you have no privacy what so ever.  Other people might say that Tom had to beg all of the time and he could never have time for any fun.  That is also not true, because Tom went to the palace of the prince, which he did for fun, when he was still a pauper.  Tom still doesn’t have any time for fun.

Tom Canty is clearly a prisoner in his life, as the honored king.  Tom learned that it is not always greened on the other side of the social divide.  When he is king, he is always being watched over, and he never can have a moment to himself.  He has to adjust to his new way of life as a prisoner, sitting on a golden throne.  This is because he is forced to learn the new ways of his new life, and not have his own, old, familiar ways.  As king, he has a mountain of responsibilities loaded up in front of him.  So much of them in fact, that he has, that he can’t even go outside and get a breath of fresh air.  He had lots of fresh air in his prior life, as a pauper.







