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Summer Reading Book Share/

Instant Message

Michael says:

Hey Joe, I just finished reading a book Driver's Ed.

Joe Smith says:

Ok, I think I saw that on the Summer Reading List.

Michael says:

You probably did see it.

Joe Smith says:

Why?

Michael says:

Because it was on the very top.

Joe Smith says:

Ok.  Now who was that by again?

Michael says:

Caroline B. Cooney.  It says on the front that she read "The Face on the Milk Carton."

Joe Smith says:

I never heard of it.

Michael says:

Me neither.  It will probably be good, because "Driver's Ed" was so good.

Joe Smith says:

It was?  In what way?

Michael says:

Well, it had a lot of people's thoughts in it, and it was funny. 

Joe Smith says:

Ok. Do you have a quote?

Michael says:

I will type you the back.

Joe Smith says:

Ok.

Joe Smith says:

What's Taking you so long?

Michael says:

Here goes: Drivers Ed was like so many things in school.  If the parents only knew... | Remy Maraland crossed her fingers and prayed to the God of Driver's Education that she would get to drive today.  Remy loved to drive.  She didn't know where she was going, but one thing was for sure.  She was going to get their fast. | Morgan Campbell had been standing on the threshhold of turing sixteen ...

Michael says:

and getting his driver's licence ever since he could remember.  Deep in his first chrush of his life, thinking about nouthing but girls, Morgan forgot what driving was about.  Driver's Ed ... The only life and death course in school.

Joe Smith says:

That sound's interesting.

Michael says:

Yes, now about that "What's Taking you so long?" part, I can't type fast.

Joe Smith says:

Oh whatever.  So it's a love story?

Michael says:

Yes, partly.  The last line os what the story is really about.  "Driver's Ed ... The only life and death course in school."

Joe Smith says:

What those that part mean?

Michael says:

Well I'll tell you.  It's not on the back cover but it was on the summer reading list description.

Joe Smith says:

Well I might not read it so tell me.

Michael says:

Ok.  --Spoiler Alert.--  In the 1st half, they take driver's ed classes, with a teacher that doesn’t care, he only stares out of the window.  The group of friends decide take a stop sign.  After they drive away, a woman gets hit by a truck, because she didn't stop because their was no sign.  She is killed instantly.  ...

Michael says:

... The friends need to decide if they should tell, and the 2nd half of the book is about their struggle. --End of Spoiler--

Joe Smith says:

Wow! That's a heavy book.

Michael says:

Yes. It would make a good play.

Joe Smith says:

Really? How

Michael says:

Well the stage could be set up with a fake car in the Stage Left corner.  The seats would be facing backwards looking a projector, so the audience could see it too.  The big screen would show scenery as they are driving, and would be a TV for news reports. 

Michael says:

Center Stage would be a stand / tower with a stop sign, and would be the one to steal.  The stop sign (or lack of) would be ever present on stage, and it would be elevated because it is in the back, and it is so important.  Front center stage would mult- purpose, and those chairs and props would be brought in as needed. 

Joe Smith says:

What about Stage Left?

Michael says:

Stage Left would be a spinning platform, with both Remy's living room, and Morgan's on the other side.

Joe Smith says:

That all sound confusing.

Michael says:

Ok. I will make a diagram to send you.

Transfer of "Driver's Ed Diagram.bmp" is complete.

Joe Smith says:

Ok Thanks That helps a lot.

Joe Smith says:

I now see where everything is.

Michael says:

Ok. Glad it helped.  Their are only a few problems though. First, its a lot of personal narration, and it's a big tech show. Half of it is pre-recorded. 

Joe Smith says:

Personal Narration is hard on stage.

Michael says:

Yes, well I need to go now.

Joe Smith says:

Ok. Bye

Michael says:

Bye

