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The Invalids Tale Vocab
Prodigious - The fact is that without my suspecting it a prodigious mistake had been made. I was carrying off a box of guns which that young fellow had come to the station to ship to a rifle company in Peoria, Illinois, and he had got my corpse!
	

	pro·di·gious

	
adjective 

	

	Definitions:

	 

	1. sizable: great in amount, size, or extent

	2. marvelous: very impressive or amazing

	[Mid-16th century. < Latin prodigiosus "marvelous" < prodigium "prophetic sign, portent"]
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pro·di·gious·lyadv
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pro·di·gious·nessn




Deleterious - This distressed me more than I can tell, for I could not but feel that it was a mistake. I was sure that the effect would be deleterious upon my poor departed friend.
	

	del·e·te·ri·ous

	
adjective 

	

	Definitions:

	 

	harmful: having a harmful or damaging effect on somebody or something

	[Mid-17th century. Via medieval Latin < Greek dēlētērios "noxious"]
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del·e·te·ri·ous·lyadv
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del·e·te·ri·ous·nessn




Ominous - Soon I noticed that the "Sweet By and By" was gradually fading out; next it ceased altogether, and there was an ominous stillness.
	

	om·i·nous

	
adjective 

	

	Definitions:

	 

	threatening: suggesting or indicating that something bad is going to happen or be revealed
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I think it's rather ominous that they haven't replied to your letter.

	[Late 16th century. < Latin ominosus "of an omen" < omen "omen"]
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om·i·nous·lyadv
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om·i·nous·nessn




Judicious - It seemed judicious to enlarge the facts to fit the probabilities; so I said,

"Two or three days."

	

	ju·di·cious

	
adjective 

	

	Definitions:

	 

	sensible and wise: showing wisdom, good sense, or discretion, often with the underlying objective of avoiding trouble or waste
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a little judicious pruning

	[Late 16th century. < French judicieux < Latin judicium (see judicial)]
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ju·di·cious·lyadv
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ju·di·cious·nessn




Placidly - But it did no good; for Thompson received it with an injured look which plainly said, "Two or three years, you mean." Then he went right along, placidly ignoring my statement, and gave his views at considerable length upon the unwisdom of putting off burials too long.
	plac·id

	
adjective 

	

	Definitions:

	 

	1. calm in nature or appearance: tending or appearing to be calm and not easily excited, upset, or disturbed

	2. U.S. complacent: too easily satisfied

	[Early 17th century. Directly or via French < Latin placidus "gentle" < placere "to please"]
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pla·cid·i·tyn
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plac·id·lyadv




Desultory - I was not able to suggest anything; indeed, I had to be swallowing and swallowing, all the time, and did not like to trust myself to speak. Thompson fell to maundering, in a desultory and low-spirited way, about the miserable experiences of this night; and he got to referring to my poor friend by various titles,--sometimes military ones, sometimes civil ones; and I noticed that as fast as my poor friend's effectiveness grew, Thompson promoted him accordingly,--gave him a bigger title.
	des·ul·to·ry

	
adjective 

	

	Definitions:

	 

	1. passing from one thing to another: aimlessly passing from one thing to another
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conversing in a desultory fashion

	2. random: happening in a random, disorganized, or unmethodical way
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The soldiers were subject to desultory fire from the enemy position.

	[Late 16th century. < Latin desultorius "leaping" < desilire "leap down" < salire "leap"]
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des·ul·to·ri·lyadv
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des·ul·to·ri·nessn




Stifling - We went in again after we were frozen pretty stiff; but my, we couldn't stay in, now. So we just waltzed back and forth, freezing, and thawing, and stifling, by turns. In about an hour we stopped at another station; and as we left it Thompson came in with a bag, and said,--

	

	sti·fling

	
adjective 

	

	Definitions:

	 

	1. too hot: uncomfortably hot and stuffy

	2. repressive: repressive in not allowing full expression
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sti·fling·lyadv
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