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“The Yellow Wallpaper” Vocab
Impertinence - I get positively angry with the impertinence of it and the everlastingness.
	
	im·per·ti·nent [ im púrt'nənt ]


adjective 

Definitions:

 

1. brash: showing a bold or rude lack of respect, especially to a superior
2. irrelevant: not appropriate or relevant ( formal ) 
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im·per·ti·nencen
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im·per·ti·nent·lyadv




Querulous - I don't feel as if it was worth while to turn my hand over for anything, and I'm getting dreadfully fretful and querulous. 
	quer·u·lous [ kwérrələss, 

 HYPERLINK "http://encarta.msn.com/encnet/features/dictionary/Pronounce.aspx?search=Querulous" kwérryələss ]

	

adjective 

	

	Definitions:

	 

	1. tending to complain: inclined to complain or find fault

	2. whining: whining or complaining in tone

	[15th century. < late Latin querulosus < Latin queri "complain"]
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quer·u·lous·lyadv
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quer·u·lous·nessn




Fatuity - Looked at in one way each breadth stands alone, the bloated curves and flourishes--a kind of "debased Romanesque" with delirium tremens--go waddling up and down in isolated columns of fatuity. 
	
	fa·tu·i·ty [ fə t ətee ] (plural fa·tu·i·ties)


noun 

Definitions:

 

1. self-satisfied unintelligence: a lack of intelligence or thought combined with complacency
2. unintelligent action: an action or remark that shows a lack of intelligence or thought combined with complacency
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fa·tu·i·tousadj




Interminable - There is one end of the room where it is almost intact, and there, when the crosslights fade and the low sun shines directly upon it, I can almost fancy radiation after all,--the interminable grotesques seem to form around a common centre and rush off in headlong plunges of equal distraction. 
	
	in·ter·mi·na·ble [ in túrminəb'l ]


adjective 

Definitions:

 

seemingly endless: so long and boring or frustrating as to seem endless
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interminable delays
[14th century. Directly or via French < late Latin interminabilis "unending" < Latin terminare (see terminate)]
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in·ter·mi·na·bil·i·ty [ in tùrmənə bíllətee ]n
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in·ter·mi·na·bly [ in túrmənəblee ]adv




Arabesque - The outside pattern is a florid arabesque, reminding one of a fungus. 
	ar·a·besque [ àrrə bésk ] (plural ar·a·besques)

	

noun 


	
	Definitions:


	 


	1. ballet formal pose of ballet dancer: a ballet position in which the dancer stands on one leg with the other extended back and both arms stretched out, usually one forward and the other backward

	2. ornate design: an intricate and often symmetrical design incorporating curves, geometric patterns, leaves, flowers, and animal shapes

	3. music classical music with ornate melody: a piece of classical music characterized by decorative melodies, especially one written for solo piano

	[Early 17th century. Via French < Italian arabesco "in the Arabian style"]



	

	


Convolutions - If you can imagine a toadstool in joints, an interminable string of toadstools, budding and sprouting in endless convolutions--why, that is something like it. 
	
	con·vo·lu·tion [ kònvə lsh'n ] (plural con·vo·lu·tions)


noun 

Definitions:

 

1. twisted shape: a curve, coil, or twist
2. twisted ridge on brain surface: a ridged fold on the surface of the brain
3. intricacy: a complexity or intricacy, especially one of many
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The plot had so many convolutions it was difficult to follow.
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con·vo·lu·tion·aladj
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con·vo·lu·tion·ar·yadj



	
	


Bulbous - All those strangled heads and bulbous eyes and waddling fungus growths just shriek with derision!
	
	bul·bous [ búlbəss ]


adjective 

Definitions:

 

1. rounded: rounded and swollen-looking
2. growing from bulb: growing from a plant bulb
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bul·bous·lyadv
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bul·bous·nessn
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