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How the Zeus came to power

by: Michael Plasmeier

ATHENS – The story of how Zeus, the mighty ruler upon Olympus came to power was not known to immortals before.  Now a trader at the local market, who didn’t want us to use his name, told us that he had found as piece of parchment (in Zeus’s own handwriting!) telling of how Zeus came to power.  The parchment said the following:

“I am the mighty, Zeus, ruler of Olympus.  Holder of the throne of eternity.  Child of Kronos and Rheia.  How did I come to be so mighty, you ask?  Well right now, I am writing the story of my assent to greatness.

The story starts when Kronos, my father, came to the throne of eternity.  During his party celebrating his assent to the throne, my dad was warned that his own son would someday depose him and replace him.  Therefore, in fear and in greed, my dad swallowed his first five children when they were born.  However, Rheia, my mom, didn’t like this, and she tricked my dad.  When I was born, she substituted a stone for me, and Kronos swallowed it down.

I was hidden and raised in secret by my mom, until I was old enough to dispose of my father.  One glorious day, my time had come, and I ambushed my old, greedy father while we out hunting.  I kicked my dad in the stomach so hard, that he vomited up the five undigested gods: Demeter, Hades, Hestia, Hera and Poseidon, all my wonderful brothers and sisters.

So, in gratitude, I was unanimously declared leader of all of Greece by my brothers and sisters.  The rest of this story is history, as I became ruler of the world!”

That is what the parchment said.  Back in the market-place, I showed this story to many people.  Many couldn’t believe this new story.  One man asked, outraged, why was the truth was hidden from him the whole time.  I then showed the paper to the priest.  He was at a loss of words and he said, “that if this is in fact true, we know that Zeus was more trickier then it once seemed.”

That’s the story of how Zeus came to power.




The Greek Inquire


“We check our facts once, and then we check them again”
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