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“The Many Benefits of the Industrial Revolution” Brochure Copy
Even though many people suffered through the Industrial Revolution, the change in the prevalent economy and eventual increase in standards of living for developed nations was well worth the temporary cost and suffering.  The Industrial Revolution represented necessary progress in society and technology.  Without the Industrial Revolution, life would not go on as it does today.  Eventually, the Industrial Revolution improved the quality of life for most citizens in developed nations.  It changed the prevalent, majority economy from one based in agriculture to an industrial-based economy.  However, these improvements in life did not come without some temporary suffering of the general population, especially children.
The Industrial Revolution represented necessary progress in the world.  An increasing population and a limited supply of resources forced people to find better means to use and exploit these resources.  Advances in farming, which was the start of the Industrial Revolution, let more crops come out of the same amount of land to feed more people (Beck et. al. 253).  Likewise, such a large population needed cheaper goods and effective transportation to raise their standard of living.  Unless the Industrial Revolution happened, most people would be farmers today, and the most of the wealth would still be in the hands of the elite few.  However, such a large population, as there is on earth, would not be possible without advances in technology and farming.  The advances that occurred in the Industrial Revolution were inevitable and represented necessary progress.  
“The Industrial Revolution eventually led to a better quality of life for most people,” stated our textbook (Beck et. al. 258).  The Industrial Revolution created jobs, contributed to the wealth of nations, and fostered technological progress and innovation (Beck et. al. 260).  The Industrial Revolution also gave people healthier diets, better housing and cheaper clothing (Beck et. al. 260).  It also expanded educational opportunities with people having a chance to become engineers (Beck et. al. 260).  In addition, there were many long-term effects of the Industrial Revolution.  Most people today can afford goods that were once considered luxuries (Beck et. al. 260).  A middle class started to emerge that was neither super rich nor dirt poor (Beck et. al. 259). People’s lives have been vastly improved that they now have more money.  They can now afford good healthcare, which provides money for better drug research, leading to even more advances.  Also today, there are now many laws and unions protecting worker’s and children’s rights as a response to the horrible conditions during the Industrial Revolution.  Beyond all this though, the textbook lists the Industrial Revolution’s greatest effect as, “the hope of improvement in people’s lives” (Beck et. al. 260) This is indeed true as after the Industrial Revolution, most people’s standards of living did rise.  The Industrial Revolution happened for the better and eventually led to a better quality of life for most people.
The Industrial Revolution changed the type of the prevalent economy in the nations that were directly involved in the Industrial Revolution.  Before the Industrial Revolution, most economies were based largely in agriculture.  Most people worked on their own farms.  They were dependent on the health and price of their crops.  They could only grow enough food to feed themselves and sell a bit for other necessities.  A family mostly kept what they had and rarely traded or bought things.  However, during the Industrial Revolution, the economy transitioned to a more industrial one.  In the factory, workers earned a steady salary.  They were no longer dependent on the volatile crop prices.  Also the factory workers now had to buy everything they needed, including food.  In the industrial economy, goods became cheaper and more plentiful, as they could be produced faster.  The Ford Model T is a good example of technological innovations, like the assembly line, making goods cheaper.  Before assembly lines, a skilled technician assembled the entire car himself, taking a lot of time and skills.  After Ford invented the assembly line, a worker did just one repetitive job, over and over again, letting cars be built faster and cheaper.   The worker also did not need to be heavily skilled, and later machines could perform some repetitive tasks without demanding a pension.  Also, many other technologies in or used in the manufacturing of cars came from the Industrial Revolution.  The Industrial Revolution set the wheels in motion, if you will, changing the economy over to one based in industry.  In fact, this change over is only now occurring in third world nations.  China and India are now starting to make a lot of money manufacturing goods.  Conditions for workers are now generally pretty bad, just as they were during the Industrial Revolution.  They will likely grow better in the years to come as more laws are enacted.  The United States and other highly developed nations are now moving away from a industrial-based economy and into a service-based economy, where information and help is provided, not goods, providing another step of progress.
Some people may argue that the Industrial Revolution did a lot of damage to people and the environment.  That is true, but the Industrial Revolution represented necessary progress in the world.  Without it, life would go on as normal, and people would all be farmers and not care about the environment.  The Industrial Revolution led the road to medical advances and extended people’s life expectancy dramatically from 17 to over 70 years. (Beck et. al 259; USA CDC 29)  The Industrial Revolution did cause a lot of damage to the environment.  Hugh Miller said that a river during this time was not a river, but a “flood of liquid manure” (qtd. in Beck et. al. 262).  However, in the present day, there are many laws protecting the environment.  Also, the Industrial Revolution made people aware of the fragility of the environment.  This let proactive measure be taken and stopped the environment from being taken for granted.  Some opponents of the Industrial Revolution may say that living conditions were terrible.  However, this again was a lesson for the future.  We now have laws about housing and living conditions.  The textbook also states that thoughtful governments invested in urban developments from the money they received from industrialization (260).  An example of this is that local governments use money they collect from people’s paychecks to provide housing for those who need it.   During the Industrial Revolution, many adults and children worked long hours in front of dangerous machines.  However, if you figure the number of years from the start of the revolution in earnest (around 1780) until 1833 at the passage of the Factory Act, limiting the hours a child could work, it only amounts to around 50 years when these bad conditions could exist (Bloy).  The legacy of that act still continues to protect children from bad working conditions today.  That is 170 years (and counting) of protection for about 50 years of suffering.  This same pattern of temporary suffering for the greater and long term good is repeated throughout all of the negative sides of the Industrial Revolution.
The Industrial Revolution eventually improved the lives of most people.  It represented necessary progress in the world that was sorely needed.  Most people's quality of life and standards of living eventually improved due to the Industrial Revolution.   The Industrial Revolution provided the critical change-over from an economy based in agriculture to an industrial-based economy.  There may have been some bumps along the road, but eventually life became better for most people living in developed nations.  The Industrial Revolution occurred for the greater good.

Works Cited

Beck, Roger B, et al. Modern World History: Patterns of Interaction. Evanston, Illinois: McDougal Littell, 2003.
Bloy, Marjie. “Factory Legislation 1802-1878.” History Home. 3 Nov 2005. 8 Jan 2005 <http://historyhome.co.uk/peel/factmine/factleg.htm>.

Cochran, Thomas C. “Industrial Revolution.” Dictionary of American History. 7 vols. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1976. 410-412. 
Farr, James R, ed. World Eras vol. 9: Industrial Revolution in Europe, 1750-1914. 10 vols. Farming Hills, MI: Gale, 2003.

Hasen, Hal E. “11. Demography, Cities, & Industrial Revolutions.” Class notes. 30 Oct 2005. Suffolk University. 6 Jan 2005 <http://www.cas.suffolk.edu/history/hansen/11_Demography_Cities_&_Industrial_Revolutions.htm>.

Jones, Charles I.  “Was an Industrial Revolution Inevitable? Economic Growth Over the Very Long Run.” 2.0. 28 September 1999. Stanford University and NBER. 9 January 2006 < http://www-econ.stanford.edu/faculty/workp/swp99008.pdf>.

Landry, Peter. “The Industrial Revolution Myths and Realities.” BluPete Essays. March 2004. 8 Jan 2005 <http://www.blupete.com/Literature/Essays/BluePete/IndustRev.htm>.
United States. Department of Health and Human Services. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. National Center for Health Statistics. National Vital Statistics System. National Vital Statistics Report. By Elizabeth Arias. 10 Nov 2004. 29. 12 Jan 2005 <http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr53/nvsr53_06.pdf>.
-Page 1 of 6-

-Page 5 of 6-


