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February 10, 2005

Michael Plasmeier
Rm.# 113

1801 Darby Road
Havertown, PA 19083

February 10, 2005
Mayor John F. Street
Room 215
City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107
Dear Sir:
Malcolm X was an inspiration to us all.  We should honor his birthday in the great city of Philadelphia.  Malcolm X was a drug addict whose life was going nowhere fast.   He was sleeping with women of the other race, betting illegally, and more not so glamorous things.  In 1946, he was arrested for burglary.  When he was in jail, he found out about the Nation of Islam.  This saved his life.  The Nation of Islam led by Elijah Muhammad wanted the African Americans to separate from the whites.  They also believed to try and stay away from “the white man’s poison” like drugs and alcohol.  I think the city needs an inspiration from someone like Malcolm X to try to keep our city from these things.  He told African Americans to stand up for themselves against the injustice they faced by any means necessary.  Some people do not like this.  Martin Luther King believed in the other side of the argument.  He believed that there should be peaceful between the two races.  Why do we only honor Martin Luther King, even though Malcolm X was as essential to the Civil Rights Movement as Martin Luther King?
Malcolm X was a great speaker and grew rapidly in the Nation of Islam.  He was the one who got all of the press for their movement.  However, he was suspended when he called JFK’s assassination, “chickens coming home to roost.”  Instead of getting down and giving up, which is what many people in our city have done if they had a problem, he quit the Nation of Islam and went on a pilgrimage to Mecca, to find the true meaning of Islam.  In Mecca, the holy city for the Muslims, he learned to tolerate whites and he become friends with them.  When he came home, he formed the Organization of Afro-American Unity, and spoke out for equality.  He joined the side of Martin Luther King.  He wanted African Americans and whites to live together in harmony.  After he changed his mind, and didn’t hate anybody anymore, he was assassinated.  Some people believe that it was the Nation of Islam who assassinated him, but nobody knows.  As soon as Malcolm X learned to accept and strive for equality and harmony, he was assassinated.    
Malcolm X rose from someone whose life was a train heading for a dead end, to one of the most influential African American leaders of all time.  He taught us to love and respect ourselves for who we are.  Many people could use this kind of “saving” in our city.  This is the same kind of “saving” which happened to Malcolm.  They need an inspiration in their lives that they can follow and believe in.  They need hope.  Malcolm X provided that hope to many people.  Partly as a result of that, whites and African Americans now walk the streets together as equals.  Malcolm X is an inspiration to us all and we should honor his birthday in the great city of Philadelphia.  
Sincerely,
Michael Plasmeier






