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#1 About Recreation

The ball and the hoop show that my culture may have played some sort of ball game.  In the picture, the hoop was vertical, possibly meaning that it was used to worship the gods.  They might have played barefoot, because the man and woman we found were barefoot.  Maybe they played the game with special clothes.  I am able to guess this because the people we found, had decorations on their clothes.  The decorations could have been different for the game.

Using the white tablet, that had the dates 1226-1520 A.D. on it, my team was able to find out that our culture was the Aztecs.  We were able to confirm this fact by looking at other artifacts and doing more resource.  I then went online and did some research about the Aztec ball game and other games they played.
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On one site I found that many other cultures played this ball game.  The Aztecs called it Ullamalitzli, and they called the court that it was played on Tlachtli.  The courts varied in size from small to large stadium with box seats for people to watch.  600 couts were found in Mexico alone.  The hoop was suspended vertically on one of the walls, and the object of the game was to get the ball through the hoop.  The first team to do this wins.  You were not permitted to use your hands or let the ball touch the ground.  Some times the losing team’s coach would have his head chopped off.  The ball was hard and made out of rubber.  The ball was hard enough to even kill people.  I found that on nobility could play, but everyone could watch and bet.  This game was popular, and it is still played today.
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My culture also loved to gamble.  They would gamble on the ball game Ullamalitzli and Patrolli.  They gambled houses, gold and other precious metals, possessions, slaves, and also sometimes even gambled themselves into slavery.  The game Patrolli was a game played with dice, a board, and some beans.  The dice were considered lucky, and there were many good luck charms that went with the game.  The game was also used as a sort of fortune telling. 
My culture played 2 main games, Ullamalitzli, the ball game, and Patrolli, the board game.  They liked to wager on the outcomes of this game. 
#2 Artifacts Used

The ball with the hoop has a picture on it that shows that they played a game.  (See Sketch Below)  The ball is 3.5 in. diameter and the hoop is about ¼ in. thick and made out of red clay.  The ball is developing major cracks, which seamed to have appeared over time as we were analyzing them.  Maybe, when the balls were out in the open after being in the grounds for hundreds of years, they start to develop cracks.  The man and woman have bare feet and there clothes have simple decorations on them.  They were miniature, only 3 in tall.  Also, they were seamed to be tied together, meaning they were married.  The white tablet had writing on it, the writing states the dates, locations, and a little about our culture.
Internet Sites Used:

· http://www.pacaritambo.com/culture.html
· http://www.pacaritambo.com/teotihuacan.html
Quick Sketch of Ball Drawling








