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Romeo and Juliet Vocab for Act 1
Adversaries – 
	
	ad·ver·sar·y [ ádvər sèrree ]


noun  (plural ad·ver·sar·ies)
Definitions:

 

opponent: an opponent in a conflict, contest, or debate


adjective 

Definitions:

 

contesting: involving conflicting parties or interests, in relation to a legal proceeding
[14th century. Via Old French < Latin adversarius "enemy" < adversus (see adverse)]




Esteem - 
	
	es·teem [ i stm ]


transitive verb  (past and past participle es·teemed, present participle es·teem·ing, 3rd person present singular es·teems)
Definitions:

 

1. value somebody or something highly: to have a high regard for somebody or something
2. regard something in particular way: to consider something or somebody as having a particular quality ( formal ) 
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esteem it a privilege


noun 

Definitions:

 

1. high regard: a high opinion and appreciation of somebody or something
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a relationship based on mutual esteem
2. valuation: judgment or estimation of the worth of somebody or something
[Early 16th century. Via French estimer "to value" < Latin aestimare "estimate, assess"]




Languish - 
	
	lan·guish [ láng gwish ] (past and past participle lan·guished, present participle lan·guish·ing, 3rd person present singular lan·guish·es)


intransitive verb 

Definitions:

 

1. be neglected or deprived: to undergo hardship as a result of being deprived of something, typically attention, independence, or freedom
2. become less successful: to decline steadily, becoming less vital, strong, or successful
3. pine: to long for something that is being denied
[14th century. < Old French languiss-, stem of languir < Latin languere "be weak or faint"]
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lan·guish·ern
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lan·guish·ingnadj
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lan·guish·ing·lyadv
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lan·guish·mentn




Rapier - 
	ra·pi·er [ ráypee ər ] (plural ra·pi·ers)

	

noun 

	

	Definitions:

	 

	sword with long slender blade: a sword with a cup-shaped hilt and a long slender blade that can have two cutting edges, or only a sharply pointed tip for thrusting

	[Early 16th century. Probably via Dutch or Low German rappir < French rapière in obsolete espee rapière "rapier sword"]


Transgression – 
	
	trans·gres·sion [ tranz grésh'n ] (plural trans·gres·sions)


noun 

Definitions:

 

1. action violating law or code: a crime or any act that violates a law, command, or moral code
2. commission of wrongs: the committing of acts that violate a law, command, or moral code
3. overstepping limit: an act or the process of overstepping a limit



Valiant - 
	
	val·iant [ vállyənt ]


adjective 

Definitions:

 

1. courageous: brave and steadfast
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a valiant warrior
2. done courageously: characterized by or performed with bravery but often ending in failure
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a valiant attempt at rescue


noun  (plural val·iants)
Definitions:

 

somebody courageous: a brave and steadfast person
[14th century. Via Old French < Latin valent-, present participle of valere "be strong"]
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val·iancen
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val·iant·lyadv




Chaste - 
	
	chaste [ chayst ] (comparative chast·er, superlative chast·est)


adjective 

Definitions:

 

1. abstaining from sex: abstaining from sex on moral grounds
2. sexually faithful: not having extramarital sexual relations
3. pure in thought and deed: behaving in a pure way, with no immoral thoughts
4. plain: plain, simple, and unadorned in style
[13th century. Via French < Latin castus "pure"]
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chaste·lyadv
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chaste·nessn




Grievance – 

	
	griev·ance [ grvənss ] (plural griev·ances)


noun 

Definitions:

 

1. reason for complaint: a cause for complaint or resentment that may or may not be well-founded
2. resentment: bitterness or anger at having received unfair treatment
3. formal objection: a formal complaint made on the basis of something that somebody feels is unfair



Purge - 
	purge [ purj ]

	

verb  (past and past participle purged, present participle purg·ing, 3rd person present singular purg·es)

	

	Definitions:

	 

	1. transitive verb get rid of opponents: to remove opponents or people considered undesirable from a state or organization

	2. transitive verb remove something undesirable: to get rid of something undesirable, impure, or imperfect

	3. transitive verb religion free somebody from guilt or sin: to make somebody or something pure and free from guilt, sin, or defilement ( formal ) 
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purge a soul of its sins

	4. transitive verb comput delete data: to delete unwanted or unneeded data from disk storage in a systematic fashion so as to remove all references to the data

	5. intransitive verb psychology med vomit or use laxatives: to rid the body of food by using laxatives or inducing vomiting

	6. transitive and intransitive verb medicine empty bowels: to empty the bowels, or cause somebody to empty the bowels

	

noun  (plural purg·es)

	

	Definitions:

	 

	1. getting rid of opponents: the removal of opponents or people considered undesirable from a state or organization

	2. getting rid of something undesirable: the removal of something undesirable, impure, or imperfect

	3. medicine laxative: something that acts as a laxative ( archaic ) 

	[13th century. Via French < Latin purgare "purify" < purus "pure"]
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purg·ern




Solemnity - 
	
	so·lem·ni·ty [ sə lémnətee ] (plural so·lem·ni·ties)


noun 

Definitions:

 

1. solemn quality: the solemn nature or quality of something
2. solemn ceremony: a formal or solemn ceremony held to observe an occasion or event ( often used in the plural ) 

3. law legal formality: a formality that must be complied with before a contract or agreement can become effective
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