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Seikei’s Journal

Chap. 1


Well, I am back, part of the service of Judge Ooka.  Right now, I am learning how to shoot a bow from Bunzo, the judge’s helper.  I am not doing so good. It’s wonderful to learn how to be a samurai, and being a merchant’s son.  I have just come back from helping to solve the mystery in The Ghost on the Tokaido Road.  After I finish my practice, a messenger comes to tell us that the judge said that the flowers in Edo are blooming.

Chap. 2.


After the message, we waste no time in riding to Edo.  I turns out that flowers are blooming means that there is a fire going on.  The judge is in Edo and he is investigating the series of fires that are occurring.  He in the country, and that is why the shotgun told him to investigate.  The judge finds a person who said the fire started in her shop.  She said it was a real picky geisha wearing a brown kimono with cranes on it.

Chap. 3


The next day the judge brings me to Yoshiwara, or the place were the geishas live.  Geishas are beautiful woman whose job it is to please men.  They work in Yoshiwara, or the floating world, where people come at night to forget their troubles and the world around them.  My dad had always forbid me to go here because he said the temptations cold be too much.  It was also adults only.  So anyway, we go to a house where someone died, a teahouse servant with no family.  She was wearing a brown kimono with cranes on it but, it was now stolen.  She also had a terrified look on her face.

Chap. 4


We left and went to take a bath to cleanse ourselves, after being with the dead.  We then went to a fortune teller.  I found this weird for the judge, because he doesn’t usually believe in this stuff.  The lady told of 2 other deaths, which both geishas from the same teahouse.  She also told that Umae, the most famous geisha had chosen the Teahouse of the Falling Cherry Blossom to entertain now.  We left the fortune teller and the judge left me again to try to gather more information, and to follow the correct path.

Chap. 5


I leave the judge and decide to investigate the Teahouse of the Falling Cherry Blossom.  I go and pretend to be someone looking for employment.  I get hired by the owner Oba Koko.  She had me working real hard.  Right before she hires me she fires Kiru a boy about my age.  Also, working at the teahouse I find 2 other girls.  One of them wants to be Umae’s younger sister or apprentice.  The other one made me steal a permission just to show that I could do it.  I felt so dishonored when she said she didn’t want it.  I am a thief.

Chap. 6


The judge and the local official of the law come to question the inhabitants of the teahouse.  The local magistrate didn’t look too happy about the judge helping him.  The 2 told me in private to stay on the correct path, and they left.  I then washed my clothes to prepare for the evening.  When I came back to my clothes, they were gone!  I then had to wear my dirty set for the night.  I am so mad at whoever stole my clothes.

 Chap. 7


Now is night time at the Teahouse of the Falling Cherry Blossom.  Umae comes, and she is very elegant and beautiful.  Many people give her expensive gifts and try to win her favor.  I then walk to 2 other geisha’s houses to get them to come for the night.  On the way back, I bump into a bearded samurai, which is very weird to see.

Chap. 8


During the night, I am real busy escorting guests to the different rooms, and watching the geishas perform.  Once, I had to take a daimyo to the privy.  On the way out he told not to be too wrapped up in other people’ beauty.  He said a fem people lots all their money trying to pursue these woman.   When I come back in the bearded samurai came Umae’s room.  He calls himself fukushu or revenge.  He gave me a package to deliver to Umae.  Inside was a brown kimono with cranes on it.

Chap. 9


Umae is very upset and leaves.  Everyone else leaves too, after that. I walk back the 2 other geishas to their house.  The said they wouldn’t be coming back the next day because they thought it was bad luck being around Umae.  The tell of 2 other deaths which happened before.  They were both geishas who had worked with Umae before.  One of the woman was apparently poisoned and one died in the many fires that were happing in Edo.  They also talked about the teahouse servant which I saw before.  When I come back to the teahouse, I see someone in the clothes, I set out.  The person was setting fire to the teahouse.  Soon the teahouse was in flames, and I was arrested for supposedly starting the fire.

Chap. 10


Oh, man.  Now, I am chained to the post accused of starting the fire, and I am waiting for the local judge to examine me.  The one that doesn’t like Judge Ooka.  When I am examined it doesn’t go too well.  2 dunking samurai, think they saw me set the fire, when it was the one who stole my clothes.  He sends me back outside to wait for the torturer.  Luckily, Bunzo shows up and sets me free.

Chap. 11


I tell my story of what I have learned to Bunzo, and I go back  to the teahouse.  When I get back I chase Kiru, the boy who got fired.  I catch him, and he admits to setting the fire and stealing my clothes.  It is soon night again, and Oba Koko hires me again.  I watch Umae during the night.

Chap. 12


That night she receives 2 gifts.  She also announces she will take on Nui as her younger sister.  The party on into the night, which is soon over.

Chap. 13


That night I talk to Kiru a little bit more.  He said that a woman told him to start the fire to get his job back and get rid of me.  He agrees to come with me if the Judge won’t punish him for starting the fire.  Can you believe Kiru has never gotten out of  Yoshiwara!  I walk him through the maze of small empty streets because it is still night out.   I bring him into the judges house.


I wonder what will happen next.  The mystery is just starting to get interesting.  I hope I can be of help to my master, Judge Ooka.

From: The Demon in the Teahouse


By: Dorothy and Thomas Hoobler








