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Haverford Middle School

1701 Darby Rd.

Havertown , PA 19083

c/o: Mrs. McKee-Morris

Michael Plasmeier

April 11, 2004
Secretary General Kofi Annan

U.N. Headquarters S-3800

New Your, NY 10017

Dear Secretary General Annan: 

Hi, my name is Michael Plasmeier, and I am from Haverford Middle School.  I recently read an article called Modern Day Slaves in the magazine Teen Newsweek.  I was horrified to discover that slavery still exists in the world today.  I think this is wrong and that the UN should try harder to stop slavery.


As you probably already know, slavery exists in many forms.  There is bonded and forced labor, where people take generations to pay off a loan, and where people sign up for false and illegal contracts.  There is also slave trafficking where people are promised a better life, but are instead forced to work very long hours.  I recently read about a 5 year-old boy called Santosh.  He thought a man was going to take him to a movie, but instead the man took him to a carpet factory.   At that factory, Santosh had to work with no pay from 4 in the morning to late at night.

Like I said before, I think people should not have to work long hours without pay.  People shouldn’t be forced to stay in one place or with one master their whole life.  They shouldn’t even have a master.  They should be free to do almost anything they want to do. People should work reasonable hours and have a few days off to have fun.  People weren’t made to live in a cage, and I guess you would agree too.


The United Nations holds some power to get rid of slavery.  They should make countries have higher penalties for slave masters because they are keeping and hurting slaves.  The UN could also send people around to investigate and free slaves.  Now, because I read that slavery is illegal in most countries, the investigators could free the people while arresting the owner.  You should also be careful not to buy slaves their freedom, because then the owner will just buy more slaves with the money.  The UN could also hold a big ad campaign to educate the upper class of the world that slavery is still going on.  People might contribute money to help these poor people, when they see that slavery still exists.


I hope you enjoyed reading my letter.  I wrote to you and the UN, because I knew that you are trying to abolish slavery, and that this is your international year to commemorate the struggle against slavery and its abolishment.  Slavery is wrong, and I hope that you can help stop it.  Thank you for you time, and for reading my letter.  I hope you will use some of my suggestions. 

Sincerely,
[image: image2.wmf]ichael Plasmeier



