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Should failing kids be forced to repeat a grade?

Should social promotion be practiced and should failing kids be forced to repeat a grade, or be kept behind?  There are mixed opinions on this topic.  Below are 2 new solutions, and an explanation on why one of them is good at solving social problems regarding this issue.

A solution for this problem is to first, have kids stay officially in the grade with their friends and age group.  They then, would take the classes appropriate to their level.  They can also repeat a level twice if needed.  So, for example, a student fails 6th grade.  The next year he eats with and goes on the 7th grade field trips.  He would then attend 6th grade level classes either with real 6th graders, or with other students that are also taking the 6th grade classes again. They would also need to stay an extra year before graduation in high school.  This system would be similar to what they do in both high school, and college.  It would also work for very gifted students to advance a grade.

The solution has several social advantages to pure retention.  First, the kids get to eat lunch with, and be around their friends who were not held back.  The kids held back may also meet some new friends in their new classes.  Also, with this new method, kids won’t need to specifically tell their friends they got held back, and be embarrassed.  It would just look like they ended up with a different schedule then the others, which happens normally.  The kids won’t feel as much as failures and want to give up.  These are just a few of the social problems solved with this answer to the problem of retaking a grade.  

There is also another solution to this problem of kids leaving school without the proper skills they need.  You would begin with enacting the policy of holding kids back if they are not up to snuff.  However, you would change the image in kids minds of just going to the next grade without any work.  Now it seems like you are automatically entitled with a free pass to next year.  At some schools, they have point systems, but almost nobody knows or cares about it.  One of these, or some other credit system, is needed.  Students need to know about it.  If people would know about it, they might try harder to reach the next grade.    This was another idea for holding students back to stay with their academic level. 

Those were 2 ideas on keeping kids in step with their skill development.  The first idea was about keeping kids officially in the same grade with their friends.  Then you were told about this method’s social advantages over the other methods.  There was also an alternate method of making promotion to another grade something you can earn.  So, that were 2 suggestions, a mixed answer to forcing kids to repeat a grade.

