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“Children Should Be Seen And Not Heard”
Did you ever notice that adolescents are not included in discussions that affect the whole family.  Why is that the fact, I want to know.  We teenagers can make good decisions too.  We want our opinion to be counted.  For example, we want to be able to suggest what we want to eat for dinner that night.  Our suggestions don’t need to be used, just heard.  When we go out for a family outing, we should be able to suggest where we want to go.  Why do adults ignore us like this?


If you look back though the ages, you will see that this situation was once worse.  We were always overlooked, and they told us that, “children should be seen and not heard.  Children should be seen and not heard…  Children should be seen and not heard….” Back in the old days, for example the pioneer times, adults had a lot of kids.  That was, about 10 or 12.  They wanted to have many kids to help out on their farms.  In the upscale houses at the time, children had nannies.  The parents did not have time or did not want to care for children, or even did not want to know the children were there.  They also just sent them off to boarding school far away from home.  Then later, young people fought for their rights, and they got more of them.  Another good change is that there are now less kids in a house, so we have more of a voice.  Although changes were made, we are still not equal.


We need to fight for our rights.  We teenagers can make good decisions too.  Before we had less of a voice, now we have more.  This is the 21st century.  Teens are smarter and can make better decisions too.  This topic is just like the fact that we can’t vote or drive.  Of course, if we were allowed to do those things, there would be some people that couldn’t handle the responsibility.  But this however, is on a much smaller level.  Parents could manage the fact of listing to a kid’s ideas even if a kid was not up to that task of doing that.  We adolescents should have a say on how to run the family which we are a part of.  Hey, it might just come in handy later too. (
