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The Interlopers Vocab
Precipitous - The forest lands of Gradwitz were of wide extent and well stocked with game; the narrow strip of precipitous woodland that lay on its outskirt was not remarkable for the game it harboured or the shooting it afforded, but it was the most jealously guarded of all its owner's territorial possessions. 

	
	pre·cip·i·tous [ prə síppitəss ]


adjective 

Definitions:

 

1. done rashly: done or acting too quickly and without enough thought
2. geography like precipice: very high and steep
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precipitous mountain slopes
3. geography with precipices: having a number of precipices
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precipitous terrain
[Mid-17th century. < French précipiteux < Latin praecipitium < praecipit- "headlong" (see precipitate)]
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pre·cip·i·tous·lyadv
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pre·cip·i·tous·nessn




Marauders- He strayed away by himself from the watchers whom he had placed in ambush on the crest of the hill, and wandered far down the steep slopes amid the wild tangle of undergrowth, peering through the tree trunks and listening through the whistling and skirling of the wind and the restless beating of the branches for sight and sound of the marauders.
	
	ma·raud [ mə ráwd ] (past and past participle ma·raud·ed, present participle ma·raud·ing, 3rd person present singular ma·rauds)


transitive and intransitive verb 

Definitions:

 

raid for plunder: to rove around carrying out violent attacks or looking for plunder, or raid a place in search of plunder
[Late 17th century. < French marauder < maraud "rogue, vagabond"]
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ma·raud·ern
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ma·raud·ingadj



	
	


Medley- Relief at being alive and exasperation at his captive plight brought a strange medley of pious thank-offerings and sharp curses to Ulrich's lips.
	med·ley [ méddlee ] (plural med·leys)

	

noun 

	

	Definitions:

	 

	1. mixture of things: a mixture or assortment of various things

	2. music musical sequence of different songs: a continuous piece of music consisting of two or more different tunes or songs played one after the other

	3. swimming race using different strokes: a swimming race between individual swimmers or relay teams in which sections are swum using different strokes

	4. relay race with different lengths: a relay race in which each member of a team runs a different length

	[14th century. < Old French medlee, variant of meslee "melee" < medieval Latin misculare "mix thoroughly" < miscere"mix"]


Condolence - Only as you will have met your death poaching on my lands I don't think I can decently send any message of condolence to your family."
	con·do·lence [ kən dṓlənss ] (plural con·do·lences)

	

noun 


	
	Definitions:


	 


	sympathetic word, card, or message: an expression of sorrow and sympathy, usually to somebody who is grieving over a death ( often used in the plural ) 
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con·do·lentadj
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con·do·lent·lyadv



	

	


Languor - In the pain and languor that Ulrich himself was feeling the old fierce hatred seemed to be dying down.
	lan·guor [ láng gər, 

 HYPERLINK "http://encarta.msn.com/encnet/features/dictionary/Pronounce.aspx?search=languor" lángər ]

	

noun 

	

	Definitions:

	 

	1. tiredness: a pleasant feeling of weariness or weakness

	2. listlessness in speech or behavior: listlessness and indifference in speech or behavior

	3. heaviness in atmosphere: an oppressive heaviness or sultriness in the air

	[13th century. Via French < Latin < languere "be weak or faint"]


Succor - In the cold, gloomy forest, with the wind tearing in fitful gusts through the naked branches and whistling round the tree-trunks, they lay and waited for the help that would now bring release and succor to both parties.
	suc·cor [ súkər ]

	

noun  (plural suc·cors)

	

	Definitions:

	 

	1. help for somebody or something: help or relief for somebody or something in a difficult or unpleasant situation

	2. somebody or something giving help: somebody or something that provides help or relief

	

transitive verb  (past and past participle suc·cored, present participle suc·cor·ing, 3rd person present singular suc·cors)

	

	Definitions:

	 

	give help to somebody or something: to provide help or relief to somebody or something in a difficult or unpleasant situation

	[13th century. Via Old French sucurs < medieval Latin succursus < Latin succurrere "run under" < currere "run"]
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suc·cor·ern
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