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Ulysses, a Hero

Ulysses fits the definition of a hero almost perfectly.  Ulysses is the main character in the book, “The Adventures of Ulysses.”  By Bernard Evslin.  He is the captain of the 3 Greek trireme or ships, and leads 150 men on their voyage back to Ithaca.  Along this journey, Ulysses is admired for his boldness and courage.  Ulysses is a man that uses his strength to help people.  This is called nobility of purpose.  He also has characteristics that most humans don’t have, is favored by certain gods and goddesses.

Ulysses is admired for his bold and courageous acts.  Aeolus and Nausicaa both think Ulysses is fearless, when it comes to facing the wild ocean.  Aeolus says, “By the gods, you are the bravest, craftiest warrior that has ever drunk my wine.”  (Evslin, p.32)  You can tell that Nausicaa likes him because of the excited way that she talks to her mother.  They both enjoy his tales about being in the horse in Troy, and blinding the Cyclops.  Nausicaa likes how escaped from Circe and Calypso went to the land of the dead, where no man has returned from, just to get information about returning home to Ithaca.

Nobility of purpose is a trait that Ulysses carries.  He is wise, and uses his knowledge for a good purpose.  He also sticks to goals, and is fair other people.  When Circe and Calypso wanted to marry him, Ulysses rememberes his wife back in Ithaca, and turns them down.  Most of all, Ulysses is loyal to his crew.  In the book it says, “I have sworn an oath that I will never leave another man behind if I can help it.”  (Evslin, p.57)  For example, when Circe turned some of his men into pigs, Ulysses risked himself in order to personally rescue the men.  He also protected his men against the Sun-Titian’s cattle.  After Zeus attacked, Ulysses looked around for some people who were still alive.  “He looked around, trying to find somebody to pull aboard.  There was no one.”  (Evslin, p.103) 

Ulysses has many super-human characteristics.  He is a great warrior and fighter.  Also, he is a good thinker, because the book says, “The author of this fatal trick was Ulysses, sharpest tactician among the invaders.”  (Evslin, p.xi)  Ulysses was also strong, because he was able to bend the bow back, which none of the 100 suitors could.  He was also able to stay awake for a really long time.  The book said, “And for 9 days and 9 nights, Ulysses did not sleep…”  (Evslin, p.35)  Ulysses, was also favored by certain god and goddess like Athena and Hermes.  Athena helped him by telling Zeus that Ulysses had paid his debt to Poseidon.  “He has paid for his eye over and over again, cried Athena.”  (Evslin, p.121)  Hermes helps by giving Ulysses a flower that will cancel out Circe’s drugs, so he would not turn into an animal.

Ulysses is definitely a hero in this story.  He is the main charter, and is admired for his boldness.  He has nobility of purpose, and is favored by certain gods and goddess.  Ulysses is by all accounts, a hero.
